Town of West Windsor, Vermont
Ordinance Regulating Outdoor Burning

Section 1: Authority

This Ordinance is adopted by the Selectboard of the Town of West Windsor, Vermont under
the authority granted in 24 V.S.A. §§ 1971-1976, and pursuant to 10 V.S.A. § 2645 (Open
Burning; Permits). The Fire Chief and Fire Warden hold the authority to enact, modify, or
rescind burn bans as deemed necessary to protect public safety and property.

Section 2: Purpose

The purpose of this Ordinance is to regulate outdoor burning and burn ban implementation
to protect public health, safety, and welfare, reduce the risk of uncontrolled fires, and
ensure compliance with State law.

Section 3: Requirement for Burn Permits

All outdoor burning within the Town of West Windsor that is not (a) a recreational fire pit
or (b) a charcoal or propane grill requires a valid burn permit, regardless of weather
conditions, including when snow covers the ground. Permits must be obtained from the
Fire Warden or designated official prior to any burning activities.

Section 4: Definition of Recreational Fire Pits
Recreational Fire Pits are defined as either:

¢ Manufactured Fire Pits: Commercially produced fire pits designed for outdoor
recreational use.

o Homemade Fire Pits: Custom-built fire pits that do not exceed 36 inches in diameter,
with flame heights not to exceed 12 inches during operation.

All recreational fire pits must be used in accordance with safety guidelines and local
regulations.

Section 5: Burn Ban Activation

The Fire Chief or Fire Warden may implement a burn ban at any time based on weather
conditions, fire danger levels, or other relevant safety considerations, and shall publicize
the ban through all available channels.

A party seeking relief from a burn ban may apply for a waiver in writing to the Fire Chief
and Fire Warden. The Fire Chief and Fire Warden may, in their discretion, grant such
waiver in writing only.

The burn ban shall remain in effect until officially lifted by the authority that enacted it. The
Selectboard may, following a unanimous vote, terminate a Stage 2 or Stage 3 burn ban.

Section 6: Stages of Burn Ban
Stage 1: Advisory Burn Ban

e Allowed: Recreational fire pits and the use of propane or charcoal grills.
o Prohibited: Outdoor burning without a permit. Increased inspections and safety
guidelines apply. Outdoor burning is strongly discouraged.
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Stage 2: Restrictive Burn Ban

¢ Allowed: The use of propane or charcoal grills.

¢ Prohibited: All outdoor burning, including recreational fire pits and campfires. All
active burn permits are terminated. No new burn permits shall be issued during the
ban.

Stage 3: Emergency Burn Ban

o Allowed: Contact Fire Chief or Fire Warden.

¢ Prohibited: All outdoor activity which may generate sparks or flames, including the
use of (a) propane and charcoal grills, (b) power tools and heavy equipment that
produce sparks, and (c) all open flame devices. All active burn permits are
terminated. No new burn permits shall be issued during the ban.

Section 7: Enforcement and Penalties

(a) This ordinance is a civil ordinance, and enforcement shall be brought in the
judicial bureau in accordance with 24 V.S.A. § 1974a et seq.

(b) Any person(s) igniting an unpermitted fire in violation of Section 6 may be liable for the
cost to extinguish such fire and for any damage caused by such unpermitted fire.

(c) The penalties for violating this ordinance are as follows:

Offense* Civil Penalty Waiver Fee**
1st $100.00 $50.00
2nd $500.00 $250.00

3rd & subsequent $1000.00 $500.00

*Qffenses shall be counted on a calendar year basis.
**The waiver fee is paid by a violator who admits or does not contest the violation.

(d) The Town of West Windsor may make application to the Vermont Judicial Bureau

for an order to cease a violation of this ordinance. The Selectboard or its designee is
authorized to commence a civil action to obtain injunctive and other appropriate relief, or
to pursue any other remedy authorized by law. Any additional injunctive relief shall be
brought in Superior Court.

Section 8. Designation of Enforcement Personnel

For the purposes of this Ordinance, the Town of West Windsor Selectboard may

designate any combination of the following persons as Enforcement Personnel: Selectboard
members, Town Administrator, Town Health Officer, Town Constable, Town Fire Warden,
Fire Chief holding jurisdiction within the Town of West Windsor, and any official with law
enforcement authority under Vermont Law.



Town of West Windsor, Vermont
Ordinance Regulating Outdoor Burning

Section 9. Severability

If any part of this Ordinance is held to be invalid, the remaining sections shall continue in
full force and effect.

Section 10. Effective Date

This Ordinance shall take effect 60 days after its adoption by the West Windsor Selectboard,
unless a petition is filed in accordance with 24 V.S.A. § 1973.

Date of adoption by the West Windsor Selectboard: 7/&&/&5

Signatures of West Windsor Selectboard members & Notary Public:
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Mark Harley Notary Commission Expiration
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Adoption History:

Agenda item at regular Selectboard meeting held on C// ZZ/ Z 5

Read and approved at regular Selectboard meeting on Cf/olo’z/o’z 2 , and entered in
the minutes of that meeting which were approved on

Posted in public places on . \ SIS

Notice of adoption published in the Vermont Standard newspaper on

with a notice of the right to petition.

Other actions (if applicable):



