Town of West Windsor, VT
Covered Bridge Ordinance

Section I: Purpose

To establish penalties for operating motor vehicles over wooden covered bridges in violation of
posted limits and for vehicular damage to wooden covered bridges.

Section II: Damage to Wooden Covered Bridges

1. Violations Involving Damage

Any operator of a motor vehicle, as defined in Title 23 of the Vermont Statutes, who operates or
attempts to operate a vehicle in excess of any posted weight, height, or other dimensional limit
for a wooden covered bridge within the Town of West Windsor and causes damage to any part of
the bridge shall be deemed in violation of this ordinance and shall be subject to a fine of $500.00.

2. Violations Without Damage

Any operator of a motor vehicle, as defined in Title 23 of the Vermont Statutes, who operates or
attempts to operate a vehicle in excess of any posted weight, height, or other dimensional limit
for a wooden covered bridge within the Town of West Windsor without causing damage shall be
deemed in violation of this ordinance and shall be subject to a fine of $250.00.

3. Definition of Bridge Components & Trailer Restrictions

For the purpose of this ordinance, "any part" of a covered wooden bridge includes but is not
limited to roofs, portals, siding, bracing, railings, signage, and structural supports. Towing a
trailer or other vehicle in violation of signage stating “No Towing” or similar shall constitute a
breach of dimensional restrictions.

4, Disposition of Fines
All fines collected under this ordinance shall be paid to the Town of West Windsor and deposited
into the Bridge Fund, designated for bridge preservation and repair.

5. Repair Costs and Civil Penalties

In addition to any fines, the registered owner of a vehicle that causes damage to a wooden
covered bridge shall be liable for the full cost of repairs. If such costs are not paid within 30 days
of written demand by the Town, an additional civil penalty equal to the cost of repairs plus $100
shall be imposed.

6. Rental Vehicle Liability
If the violating vehicle is a rental, the renter shall be held responsible for both the repair costs
and any civil penalties.

Section III: Enforcement and Administration

1. Enforcement
The Windsor Police Department is authorized to enforce the provisions of this ordinance,
including issuing citations and collecting fines.
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2. Jurisdiction
This ordinance shall apply to all motor vehicles operating within the jurisdiction of the Town of
West Windsor.

Section IV: Authority

This Ordinance is enacted by the West Windsor Selectboard to promote public health, safety,
welfare, and convenience under the authority set forth in 24 V.S.A. $2291 and 23 V.S.A. §1392.

Section V: Adoption and Effective Date

This Ordinance was adopted by the Town of West Windsor Selectboard on May 28, 2025,
and shall become effective sixty (60) days after adoption, on July 27, 2025. If a petition is
filed under 24 V.S.A. §1973, that statute shall govern the taking effect of this Ordinance.
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Adoption History

e Agenda item at regular Selectboard meetings held on 01/27/2025, 05/12/2025, 05/28/2025.

e Approved at regular Selectboard meeting on 05/28/2025 and entered in the minutes of that meeting,
which were approved on 06/09/2025.

e Recorded in the municipal records on 06/09/2025.

e Posted in public places on 06/09/2025.

e Notice of adoption published in the Vermont Standard newspaper on 06/12/2025 with a notice of the
right to petition.



