Tost T
SUSTAINABILITY COMMITTEE

WWSC Meeting Minutes - Corrected
Tuesday, 27 June 2023
7:00 PM via ZOOM

Committee Members Attending: Al luppa, Chair, Susan Yost, Patricia Carrington, Christina
Dolan

Members of the Public: Jill Crowley, Martha Harrison (MARC)

1. Mini Grant Discussion -

Martha Harrison of MARC provided the committee with a wealth of information as to the
purpose of the Mini Grants offered by the State. The Mini Grant will fund “energy related”
initiatives in the amount of up to $4,000. The WWSC will apply for the grant. Chris Dolan
agreed to take the lead on completing the application. Our initial plans for the funds include
scheduling a Speaker Series to inform/educate on community on reduction of greenhouse
gases, energy alternatives and other related issues, developing a mechanism (perhaps a
website, and an energy corner in the library, etc.) to inform the community about energy and
climate issues. In response to several questions Martha agreed to obtain clarification about
funding activities not listed in the grant application.

Martha also provided an overview of the state program that provides free energy
assessments for municipal buildings and the associated grant funds that are available for
implementation of recommendations. The grant amounts are up to $500,000 and will be
competitively awarded. Committee members supported encouraging the Select Board to
consider participating in this program.

6. Other Business

EV Charging Grants - Martha informed the committee that applications for the these
grants will be available on 6 July 2023 on the Green Mountain Power website. Work places,
small businesses and public attractions can apply for the grants. The EV grants will require
matching funds up to 10% in certain cases. The WWSC would be interested in helping to
coordinate the grant applications on behalf of West Windsor.

2./3. Events -

4th of July - WWSC Involvement: Susan will check and see if the WWSC would be
allowed to have a table at the event. Time is short, but idea would be to have a demonstration
of “sustainable alternatives” to everyday items: laundry detergents strips in place of plastic
jugs, coconut coir in place of non-renewable peat moss for gardening, LEDs in place of
incandescent light bulbs, etc. The committee also agreed to discuss having a “sustainability
themed” parade float in 2024.



Fall for Brownsville October 7th, 2023 - WWSC Involvement: Al is in favor of having the
cider press in operation. The apple pie contest is another activity that was discussed. Other
ideas are welcome.

Susan noted that the Albert Bridge School’s “Harvest Day” will be upcoming in the new school
year and they would appreciate the WWSC attending.

4. Green Burials -

Report is almost complete. Susan is awaiting a discussion with the new Sextant of the
Sheddsville Cemetery to complete the local aspect of the report. Jill reported on her
investigation of acquamation facilities in Vermont and New England generally and cremation
services utilized by local veterinarians. The former are not available and the latter service is
provided a New Hampshire based crematorium.

5. Meeting Schedule -

The WWSC will meet at 6:30 PM every 4th Wednesday of the month, with the next
scheduled meeting to take place on the 28th of July. It is estimated that the meetings will last
approximately 90 minutes. Agenda items for meetings may be sent to Susan. Chris Dolan and
Jill Crowley have agreed to join the Committee. Their names will be submitted to the Select
Committee at the next Select Board meeting. The committee agreed to keep “Calendar
Management” as a standing agenda item.

7. Meeting Minutes from the May 12, 2023 meeting were approved as drafted without
objection.

Follow Up ltems:

+ -Mini Grant application to be submitted by Chris Dolan. Suggestions for speakers for the
speaker series should be sent by email to the committee. Communication to the Select
Board to ask them to appoint Jill Crowley and reappoint Chris Dolan to the WWSC. Agenda
for the next WWSC Meeting to include a robust discussion on available grant funds and
coordination with the Select Board on grant applications.



