
Meeting Minutes 

Meeting:  26 February, 2025 at  5:00 PM

Location:  Mary L. Blood Library

Attendees:  Al Iuppa (Chair), Suzanne Wirak, Susan Yost


1. The meeting was called to order by the Chair at 5:05 PM

2. There were no changes or additions to the agenda

3. The Minutes of the 22 January Meeting were accepted by the Committee and will be 

posted to the Town Website.

4.  WWSC Activities and Budget for 2025


Magnificent Migration - VINS Presentation 22 March 2025 at 2:00 PM.  The Committee 
agreed that we should offer SCIP the opportunity to sell refreshments of some sort at a table at 
the event to fund raiser for this ABS organization. If we can get a modest Raffle Basket put 
together by the event date, we can sell tickets at this event.  We will decide on the drawing date 
for the winner at a later date. The Committee agreed that Susan should proceed with the 
purchase of posters for to advertising the event.  We will purchase two sizes - large for the glass 
display at Town Hall and smaller for the Library, Post Office, the BB&P and the Holiday Inn.  We 
have permission from the National Park Service to use one poster from the US migratory bird 
day for the design of our VINS Poster.  An announcement of the event was published this week 
in the West Windsor Weekly.  On Friday, it will appear in the ABS newsletter.  Susan should post 
the event on Front Porch Forum in a week, and submit  follow-up promos to WWW and ABS in 
two or three weeks.  The event was also posted to the Neighbor Network for the Upper Valley 
on Tuesday.  Matt Fredrick posted the event to the Community Calendar on the Town Website.
It was agreed that we should use this event to launch our Dark Sky initiative.

Green Up Vermont Planning - 4 May 2025 - The Committee will have a sign-up table at 
the BB&P in April.  Al contacted Mike Spackman about suppling a town truck to park at Town 
Hall and collect the EUV trash bags.   Al will check on getting a map showing all town roads at 



Town Hall.  It would be good if we could use such a map for sign-ups.  Al is expected to receive 
posters and stickers shortly.

Independence Day Celebration - 4 July, 2025  The Committee has an interest in having 
a “float” in the parade.  We are thinking of pulling a decorated wagon and giving away packets 
of seeds.  Al is looking into borrowing a canvas wagon for the event.  Perhaps we can also push 
Electric lawn mowers down the hill.  We have permission to have a table at the library that will 
be similar to last year’s theme.  

Fall for Brownsville - 4 October 2025 - Penny Bliss had an idea for our “apple” contest.  
She would like to see us have prizes for a savory dish, a dessert and a salad.  It sounds like a 
good idea.  It might meant that we will request recipes be provided, so that anyone who 
samples the submissions will be aware of potential allergens (nuts, spices, etc.)  Suzanne is 
looking into paper greeting cards with seeds pressed into them as a potential fund raiser.

Speaker Series - We are interested in inviting Doug Arion, of Mountain of Stars and 
other organizations to speak to the West Windsor Community.  We are thinking of offering the 
date of October 4th - Fall for Brownsville, as one date.  It would be good to have a date with an 
early sunset as a second choice.  Doug has offered to set up telescopes for viewing the sky. 
There is a film, Defending the Dark,  that might be an alternative or an add-on to a speaker 
presentation.  Susan will contact the Director of the film to see if it is available to screen. Since 
our last meeting,  Doug provided Susan with a Zoom link for the Vermont chapter of Dark Sky 
International, which she attended.  This group is new and are just beginning to work on their non 
profit status, or possibly joining with the US organization to be part of the national 501(c) 
organization.  They are well connected with a Telescope group in Springfield called “Stellafane”, 
this is a group of telescope enthusiasts, and the place where astronomy began in the US 102 
years ago.  Note:  The Stellafane Observatory is an astronomical observatory in Springfield, 
Vermont, founded in 1920 by Russell W. Porter.  Stellafane is partnering with the Precision 
Museum and Vermont Dark Sky International at their annual convention in July.  Dark Sky Week 
is April 21 to 28 this year.  Sunset is at 7:41 to 7:49 PM that week.  At the meeting, there was an 
announcement that the  Vermont State Parks System is focusing on Dark Skies projects in 
2025. Susan contacted the director of VSP and the Project Coordinator to get more info. 

Bookmarks - Liz agreed to place a WWSC bookmark in books being checked out at the 
Library.  Susan is working on designs, but the bookmarks will have info about WWSC events as 
well as an invitation to follow us on Instagram.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Springfield,_Vermont
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Springfield,_Vermont
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Russell_W._Porter


5.  Old Business - Norwich Technologies is not working on installing EV chargers in WRJ.  The 
funds have dried up due to the federal budget cuts.


6.  New Business - HUB Meeting update:  There is a strong interest in having a Town Event 
Message Board built and installed in front of the Library.   WWSC role in the Semi-
quincentennial. The Select Board would like to have every Town Committee choose a 
month of 2026 and provide an event for the community during their month.   The WWSC 
chose the month of May 2026.  Green Up Day can be our big event.  However, it we plan to 
have another event of some sort for the community during that month.


7.  There is a need for a Special Meeting of the WWSC to make sure that we are prepared for 	 	
the VINS event.  The date of March 19th at 4:30 PM was chosen.  The next regular meeting of 
the WWSC will be on 26 March at 5:00 PM, at the Library.

8.  The meeting adjourned at 6:30 PM.



