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SUSTAINABILITY COMMITTEE
QO

Minutes

Special Meeting - Annual Retreat
Date: 23 November, 2024 9:00 AM until 12:00 Noon
Town Hall - Selectboard Meeting Room

Attendees: Al luppa (Chair), Suzanne Wirak, Susan Yost

The Chair called the meeting to order at 9:17 AM

1.

Additions to the meeting agenda: Finalize and send the WWSC Proposal to install EV
Chargers at the Town Parking Lot - The document was reviewed and edited to achieve a
final version. A motion was made and seconded to send the proposal to the Selectboard
today via email for the ARPA funds discussion at the SB meeting on Monday, November
25th. All were in agreement. Some members committed to attend the Selectboard in
person on Monday evening in case there are further questions.

WWSC Plans for 2025: Our highest priority event for 2025 will be Green Up Vermont (GUV)
on Saturday, 3 May 2025. The Committee has an abundance of unused bags from prior
GUV days that they would like use for 2025. When Al registers West Windsor for the 2025
event, he will not request any new bags. Al will ask Mike Spackman if we can have a town
truck parked at Town Hall for collection of filled bags again this year. Having the truck
greatly helped facilitate bag collection and was a good advert for the event. Other details
will be discussed at WWSC meetings in early 2025.

Other Events and Fund Raising/Planned Spending for 2025: A number of events, activities,
and fund raising/spending ideas were presented. A full listing can be found in the
attachment.

The meeting was adjourned at 12:07. The Next WWSC will take place on 18 December,
2024, 5:00 PM at the Library.



WWSC Plans for 2025

1. Events:
WWSC will participate and have a significant presence at the following events:
Green Up Vermont - 3 May, 2025
Independence Day Celebration - Table at the Library - 4 July, 2025
Fall for Brownsville - Table at Town Hall or outside - 4 October, 2025

2. Activities:

Fighting Light Pollution - In an effort to keep our rural area free of light pollution and to
aid migratory birds and other wildlife, the WWSC will look into having speakers from one or
more of the organizations below come to Brownsville to present to the community as part of
our speakers’ series.

Dark Sky - Vermont Chapter

Lights Out - Audubon initiative

Environment for the Americas
Some key migration dates for birds in our area could be highlighted at the WWSC Table at the
events listed above.

Climate Change Book Suggestions and Discussion - The Windsor Library had a year
long event to educate the community on various aspects of climate change. A different book
was suggested each month. For West Windsor we were thinking of editing the list to include
topics that melded nicely with our initiatives for 2025, and disseminating a quarterly book list to
the town. We would do this in conjunction with the MLBL.

Speakers’ Series - As mentioned above, a community presentation (either in person or
via zoom) from a speaker at Town Hall or the Grange is a relatively easy event for our
Committee. Speaker ideas: Dark Sky/Lights out, Natural burials (with Aging in Place and/or
Savvy Seniors), Native Plant Gardening, etc.

VINS Presentation at Fall for Brownsville - The WWSC will choose a different
presentation from the list of presentations offered by VINS. This presentation will be given in
Town Hall at Fall for Brownsville. This presentation will cost the Committee about $350.00, but
this event was well attended and appreciated in 2024.

3. Fund Raising Activities and Spending Ideas:

The remaining grant money from our community grant must be spent in 2025. After that point
in time, we will be without any funding to carry on the work of the Committee. We are checking
with the Selectboard to see if there are any restrictions preventing a Town Committee from
raising money.



Vintage Slate Tiles from the Library Roof - These tiles could be sold at Sustainability
Tables at various events. The slate is in good condition on most of the tiles, but they need
some serious cleaning. Penny Bliss, who offered the tiles to us thought that they could be sold
for $10.00 each.

Raffle - Raffling off a basket of sustainable products at town events could raise some
funds for the Committee and not be a big expense. Items could include: coffee thermos, water
bottle, woolen dryer balls, silicon snack stashers, plant-based dish cloths, bamboo utensil set,
laundry detergent sheets, fabric softener sheets, multi-surface spray cleaner, etc. Raffle tickets
could be reasonably priced and this could be part of the GUV and/or Independence Day
Celebration. Basket winners will be announced at the event.

Support Students at Windsor High School to attend a conference. Cost is $50.00 per
student. We will look into other ways that we can help and find out more about projects from
the VEEP team.

Native Plant/Seed Sale - Need ideas on how to conduct this type of sale. Where and
when to conduct this type of event.

Raise Money to purchase electric gardening tools for the Sheddsville Cemetery
4. Miscellaneous Activities:

Website -Continue to look for a person to help build a Website for the Committee
Look into becoming a 501(c)3 Corporation



