Minutes of the
West Windsor Conservation Commission

November 3, 2025

Present: Ted Siegler, Barbara Gerstner, Chris Nesbitt, Laura Stillson, Erik Schutz,
Absent: Ken Parrot, Sue Greenall, Mark Nowlan

Ted called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m.
Additions to Agenda — There were no additions

Approval of Minutes — It was moved and seconded that the Minutes of August 4,
2025 be approved. The motion passed.

New Member — Erik Schutz was welcomed as a new member of the Commission.
Old Business

Update on Bicentennial Trail Maintenance — The Select Board authorized
payment of up to $5,000 to the Upper Valley Trails Alliance for maintenance of the
Bicentennial Trail, of which we paid $1,500. Erik asked whether the Ascutney Trails
Association could be used for that maintenance. At present ATA has no budget. It
was determined that if Erik could get a budget from ATA with revenue and
expense streams by type, the Commission would consider it.

Update on Emerald Ash Borer — Ken is leading the charge on this. A
decision was made to not cut all the Ash in the Town Forest. Those trees surviving
the blight would be good for future Ash. The State is cutting all Ash trees in their
adjoining forest.

Ascutney Trails Association Trails Maintenance — An ATA representative will
be asked to come to our next meeting with a budget, to discuss the possibility of
ATA maintaining the Bicentennial Trail.



Horse/Trail Conflicts (Johannessen Property) — Trails which had been closed
are now theoretically reopened. Upper Valley Land Trust is working with Renee
Johannessen on this issue.

During discussion of trails, Laura reported signs of camping and camp fires
on the Mountain, as well as lots of use of the closed, old Bicentennial Trail. Ted
will work with Steve Giroux to change trail signs to not mention the closed trail,
and to add mileage on the signs.

Potential Tuck School Economic Analysis of Trails — Discussion centered
around our applying for a Tuck School of Business First Year Project to study the
economic impact of all trail usage in West Windsor. Chris will send material for a
future meeting to prepare the proposal which is due December 1.

New Business

Proposed Budget, July 2026-June 2027 — WWCC requests $5,000 each year
for the conservation fund plus operating funds. Erik will work on a budget for
ATA’s costs for trail maintenance.

The meeting adjourned at 8:10 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Barbara Gerstner



