Minutes of the
West Windsor Conservation Commission

February 16, 2026

Present: Ted Siegler, Barbara Gerstner, Laura Stillson, Erik Schutz, Ken Parrot, Sue
Greenall (by phone)

Absent: Mark Nowlan
Ted called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m.
Additions to Agenda — There were no additions

Approval of Minutes — Eric moved and Laura seconded that the Minutes of
December 1, 2025 be approved. The motion passed.

Old Business

Ascutney Trails Association Trail Maintenance, Potential Financial Support
from WWCC; Update on Proposed Budget July 2026-June 2027 — The Commission
had asked the Selectboard for $5,000 for its operating expenses and $5,000 for
the Conservation Fund. Unfortunately, we received only $3,000 for operations
and $2,000 for conservation. Eric reported that ATA spends about $20,000 per
year on trail maintenance, a majority of which is for trails in the Town Forest.
Ascutney Outdoors is considering a contribution of about $3,000. If that is
approved, between the two organizations, about $6,000 would be available for
ATA.

Floodway Easements — Vermont Land Trust holds the easement on the
Armstrong land and are in conversation for obtaining a floodway easement. If
floodway easements could be obtained for properties along Mill Brook from Rush
Meadow Road to Town, using State and Town Funds, the flood threat to the
Village would be diminished.



Additional work, Fitzgerald re Mill Brook — We still have ARPA funds which
must be spent by the end of this year. The Town has a contract with Evan
Fitzgerald for additional work on flood issues. Part of his potential work plan
would be to design a flood mitigation plan for the Ely parcel adjacent to the
covered bridge area to protect the house by the bridge.

Other Business — Ken requested permission to have the Forester take some
shavings from an Ash tree in the Town Forest for testing for the ash borer which is
definitely in West Windsor.

After general discussion the meeting adjourned at 7:55 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Barbara Gerstner



