Minutes of the
West Windsor Conservation Commission

August 4, 2025

Present: Ted Siegler, Barbara Gerstner, Chris Nesbitt, Ken Parrot, Laura Stillson,
Sue Greenall (via telephone), representatives of Ascutney Trails Association: Alex
Cormier, Eric Schutz, Jim Congdon

Absent: Mark Nowlan
Approval of Minutes

It was moved and seconded that the minutes of August 5, 2024 be
approved. The motion passed.

Addition to Agenda
Ted added to the agenda the condition of the Top of the World Trail.

With three representatives of ATA being present, the agenda item under
New Business was moved forward as the first agenda item.

Meeting with ATA Representatives re Possible Bike Trail Maintenance
Discussion centered around the possible need for more support for trail
maintenance give increased intensity of storms. Some trails may need to be
rerouted or hardened, all within the confines of the Conservation Easement. The
discussion centered around possible support of the Conservation
Commission/Town in the future.:

It was agreed that Chris Nesbitt would contact Tuck School to see if a group of
students would be willing to do an economic impact study, focusing on ATA trails
and usage.

ATA will obtain a list of trail builders for an assessment of current trail condition,
estimated cost of repair.



We will review the economic impact study conducted several years ago by the
Regional Planning Commission to see how it fits with the Town’s and ATA’s needs.

Once this information is in hand, we can continue the discussion with ATA
regarding future projects and costs.

Old Business

Update on River Corridor Assessment — There was a discussion about the
extensive river corridor hardening along a portion of the Armstrong property and
how detrimental that could be for flooding downstream.

Update on Bicentennial Maintenance Agreement — The Upper Valley Trails
Alliance has to date billed the Town for $1,000 which is well under budget.

Update on Emerald Ash Borer — Ken Parot confirmed the presence of EAB
on Cowshed Trail. They plan on assessing if EAB is present in the Town Forest. If
so, an attempt will be made to obtain and release special wasps to control it.

New Business

Chestnut Tree Planting — Ted asked the committee if anyone would be
interested in organizing a chestnut tree planting. It is a big effort, requiring a lot
of maintenance and watering. Sue will check with the Windsor Prison land folks,
who have been successful for the past 8-10 years, and invite them to a meeting.
Other Business

The extensive logging on the Top of the World Trail on the Pakenham
property, has made it impossible to bike on that trail. The Town is responsible for
the trail as its grantee. It was reported that Ashley Pakenham is having the loggers
clean up the trail. We may need to hire someone to clear it if necessary.

The meeting adjourned at 8:15 p.m.

Respectfully submitted, Barbara Gerstner






