TOWN OF WEST WINDSOR, VERMONT
SHEDDSVILLE CEMETERY RULES AND REGULATIONS

Introduction

The Town of West Windsor Selectboard, hereafter referred to as ‘Selectboard’, places into effect the following
Rules and Regulations approved on May 28, 2025. The purpose of these Rules and Regulations is to provide
support, clarity and consistency for the benefit of all lot owners of Sheddsville Cemetery. This cemetery is
dedicated to human burial and the provisions of Vermont laws pertaining to a Cemetery. These Rules and
Regulations are subject to change without prior notice as deemed necessary by the Selectboard.

These Rules and Regulations apply only to Sheddsville Cemetery located off Cemetery Road in West Windsor,
VT.

“Sexton” is defined as a municipal official, appointed by the Selectboard, responsible for overseeing the Town’s
graveyard. The Sexton’s duties may vary over time but traditionally include ensuring the proper care and
maintenance of the graveyard directly or indirectly through contractors; directly or indirectly opening and
closing gravesites for interment or inurnment; ensuring these Rules and Regulations are adhered to and
complied with; and supervising funeral services conducted privately or through a licensed funeral home. The
Sexton is not required to participate directly in any funeral service, whether held privately or through a funeral
home.

General Care

The general care of the Cemetery is assumed by the Town of West Windsor and includes cutting of grass at
reasonable intervals and maintenance of the grounds.

Monument or headstone repair and upkeep is the responsibility of the plot owner. Headstones or monuments
without identified owners and needing repair shall be assessed individually by the Sexton and Selectboard and
such repairs shall be contracted out to a qualified, local monument company as expendable funds allow. (See 18
V.S.A.5362.)

Use of Cemetery

The Cemetery is open from dawn until dusk between April 1 and November 1% each year. Persons not engaged
in Cemetery business and on Cemetery premises before dawn or after dusk during that time period shall be
considered trespassing.

The Cemetery shall be considered closed between November 1% through March 31% the following year. Visitors
are allowed during this time, but no burials shall be performed, and the main gate shall have a linked chain
affixed to prevent unauthorized vehicle entrance.

Those visiting the Cemetery should drive, park, and walk in such a manner so as not to disturb the tranquility of
the Cemetery.



Workers at the Cemetery shall cease work in the vicinity of any funeral service until such time as the services
have been concluded.

Persons doing work in the Cemetery shall not leave or dispose of any debris, tools, or other materials in any area
of the Cemetery except in those areas designated as acceptable disposal sites.

All workers employed by outside firms, while within the Cemetery, are subject to these Rules and Regulations.

Recreational ATVs and snowmobiles are prohibited in the Cemetery. Anyone operating such a vehicle within the
confines of the Cemetery shall be reported to the police.

Roads and/or avenues within the Cemetery are subject to closure as conditions warrant, up and until a time
determined by the Sexton that the conditions are once again favorable to open them.

Use of metal detectors is only allowed upon permission from the Selectboard.
Running or walking dogs, horses, or other animals in the confines of the Cemetery is strictly prohibited.

Driving or parking vehicles not associated with Cemetery maintenance or funeral activity, within the confines of
the Cemetery, is strictly prohibited.

Damage to, defacement, destruction, or alteration of the Cemetery grounds, headstones, monuments, or other
structures is subject to criminal prosecution unless expressly permitted by the Selectboard.

Ownership

Lot ownership is restricted to former or present residents of West Windsor, VT. Any exceptions shall be decided
by the Selectboard.

A copy of these Rules and Regulations shall be provided to each lot owner and kept on file with the Town Clerk.
All deeds shall be signed by at least two Selectboard members, with signatures notarized.

Lot (or lots, as available) shall be purchased through the Town Office at rates established in the Schedule of
Fees. The lot shall then be reserved for the use of the deeded owner.

All lots shall be sold as single lots.
Deeds shall be issued once the lot is paid for in full.

. Two cornerstones shall be ordered by the Town Clerk for each lot purchased. The cost of these stones shall be
paid for by the lot owner. The cornerstones shall be placed by the Sexton or under the Sexton’s supervision at
the two head corners of the deeded lot. The stones shall be engraved with the owner’s surname first initial.
Cornerstones for the foot of the lot would be an additional cost to the owner. The cost of the cornerstones shall
be solely at the discretion of the monument company contracted to provide this service.

Lot owners wanting to transfer ownership rights must make written application for approval to the Town before
transfer shall be validated and said owner must pay all associated transfer fees.
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Lot owners wishing to transfer ownership back to the Town may do so by making written notice to the Town of
West Windsor. In exchange for the ownership rights, the original owner shall receive a payment not to exceed
the original purchase price minus associated transfer fees.

Descent of Title: The laws of the State of Vermont govern the disposal of lot by will; descent; burial rights of
husband and wife and covered under Vermont Statute Title 18; Subchapter 5; Section 5531.

No setting or removal of any marker {headstone, plaques, cornerstones, military service markers, etc.) shall be
done without the approval of the Sexton.

Perpetual Care

Perpetual care, defined as maintaining the general appearance of a deeded plot, is required on all lots
purchased or granted by the Town. The cost of perpetual care varies depending on lot size and location and shall
be determined by the Selectboard and is subject to change without notice. This cost shall be included in the

original purchase price for a plot or assessed over time at the discretion of the Selectboard. This cost is used to
help cover the expenses associated with maintaining the Cemetery grounds.

Selectboard Duties

The Selectboard shall have the power to sell and convey lots in designated burial grounds. Vermont Statute Title
18, Chapter 121 covers all aspects pertaining to the Town’s responsibility toward their public Cemetery and shall
not be reiterated here.

The Selectboard shall appoint a Sexton to oversee and/or perform Cemetery upkeep and maintenance and
ensure proper burial practices are followed. The terms of the Sexton’s contract and payment for services shall
be at the sole discretion of the Selectboard.

Proper Burial

The term “Proper Burial” is used to define the acceptable method for the burial of human remains. This is
further described in Vermont Statute Title 18, Chapter 121, Section 5319.

Burials Per Lot

One traditional (or green) burial or two traditional burials for children up to 5 years of age per single grave lot.
One cremains may be interred in an occupied grave. |

Up to two cremains per single unoccupied grave lot.

Green Burials

A separately designated section of the Sheddsville Cemetery shall be used for all green burials and shall be
known as a Natural Burial Ground.

Green burials shall be in accordance with Vermont statutes regarding depth and location.
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No machinery shall be permitted over a green burial site.

Mounding of each separate burial site shall be required since ground sinkage over time is expected.
Additional fees, established by the Selectboard, may be applied due to the added cost of maintenance.

Grave Openings and Closings

No burials shall be performed from November 1% through March 31,

Any damage incurred on the burial grounds shall be the responsibility of the person(s) causing such damage.
No lot shall be used for any purpose other than human burial.

The Cemetery Sexton shall be notified before any burial occurs or markers placed to “flag” the appropriate lot
and ensure Cemetery Rules and Regulations are adhered to. Confirmation of lot ownership shall be ensured by
discussion between the Sexton and Town Clerk and the use of Surveyor Plat.

Cremation burials may be performed by the plot owner(s) under the supervision of the Cemetery Sexton. Full
burials are required to be performed under the direction and by a certified funeral home with the Sexton

present to ensure the Rules and Regulations are adhered to.

A Burial Certificate must be provided to the Sexton on the day of the burial. This certificate shall be turned in to
the Town Clerk no later than the next business day for recording.

Sexton fees for burial services shall be set by the Selectboard and are subject to change without notice.
Interment of Indigent Persons

The Selectboard shall have the right to provide without charge a lot(s) for the interment of indigent person(s)
on a case-by-case basis

Disinterment

Notification of disinterment shall be made to the Selectboard or Town Clerk.

The Sexton shall be required to be present for any disinterment.

The burial plot shall be returned to its prior state after disinterment with appropriate soil and either sod
placement or seeding. This shall be the responsibility of the deeded plot owner and under the direction of the
Sexton.

Plants, Flowers, Fences & Decorations

Flowers from a funeral or graveside service may be placed once the grave has been closed.
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As soon as flowers, wreaths, emblems, baskets, or other decorations placed upon a grave become unsightly,
they shall be removed by the Sexton or lot owner. The Town assumes no responsibility for the protection or
maintenance of these items and has the right to refuse to replace or return them if they are removed.

Any decorations that interfere with maintenance of the Cemetery may be removed by the Sexton.

After November 1% each year, the Sexton shall have the discretion to remove and dispose of all potted flowers
(real or synthetic) and flower vases/containers.

No compensation may be recovered from the Town or anyone hired by the Town for damage to these types of
non-permanent decorations.

Glass bottles and ceramic vases are not allowed. Injury from such materials shall be the legal responsibility of
the lot owner and not the Town.

Grave Markers

Headstones shall be placed on the westerly side of the grave lot.

The headstone base shall be 18” x 36” and 18".

All markers shall be within the confines of each individually deeded lot.
Any monument or headstone taller than 8” shall require a foundation.

The lot owner may hire any reputable monument company to install foundations and monuments on their
deeded lot(s).

Any inadequately installed foundation, headstone, monument, or marker must be repaired or replaced and is
the responsibility of the lot owner.

Sodding, loaming, and/or seeding of disturbed soil due to headstone or monument placement is the
responsibility of the monument company.

All concrete foundations must be at least 4 feet in depth and at least 2 inches larger in width and length than the
monument being placed thereon.

Brushes, Shrubs, and Trees

No planting of brushes, shrubs, or trees is allowed. Exceptions shall be addressed by the Selectboard on a case-
by-case basis.

Current plantings may be pruned back at the discretion of the Sexton or grounds maintenance personnel.
Traffic

Any motorized vehicle being operated within the confines of the Cemetery shall not travel at a speed greater
than 10 miles per hour.
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No person shall drive a vehicle on any part of the Cemetery other than a roadway provided for that purpose
except for burial purposes or monument installation or repair. Any damage incurred by such motorized vehicles
shall be the responsibility of the driver/owner of that vehicle. Those visiting the Cemetery for non-official
purposes should park outside the stonewall along Cemetery Road and walk into the grounds.

Miscellaneous

No exposed crushed rock is allowed on any lot.

Disposal of all rubbish, paper, dried flowers, etc. shall be the responsibility of the lot owner(s) and not deposited
in the Cemetery grounds. Disposal of such upon lots, avenues, or in nearby wooded areas is forbidden.

The Town shall have the right to remove from any lot any object or material deemed unsightly, improper, or
injurious to the appearance of the Cemetery, unless grandfathered.

Any person found responsible for damage to any part of the Cemetery shall be held culpable and required to pay
for the cost of repair.

Schedule of Fees

Fees shall be set by the Selectboard from time to time. The Town Clerk shall be responsible for maintaining a
Schedule of Fees to be available to the public upon request.

Amendments

The Selectboard reserves the right to amend, modify, or make changes to these Rules and Regulations at any
time without notice.

Date of Adoption by Selectboard: May 28, 2025

Signatures of Selectboard Members:
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