West Windsor Selectboard
Draft Minutes
September 13, 2021

Present in person: Win Johnson, Matt Kantola, Mike Spackman, Peter VVarkonyi, Erik Boedtker,
Betsy LaBultti

Present via Zoom: Brett Myers, Deb Shearer, Glenn Seward, Tom Kenyon, Wendy Henderson,
Martha Harrison, Jonathan Vass

1)
2)

3)

4)

5)
6)

7)

Call to Order — Selectboard Chair Win Johnson called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM.
Changes or additions to the agenda — Sheddsville Cemetery, Sexton position, BB&P liquor
license for Vermont 50, No Parking zone on Route 44, camping for GMHA event, Village
Condo paving estimate, start date for hazardous waste cleanup at Garage, cannabis survey
Liquor license application — Peter said the license is in connection with the Vermont 50 event
on September 26". BB&P is teaming up with VT Adaptive Ski & Sports and Lawson’s
Brewery, as the primary sponsor for the event. Alcohol consumption will be limited to three
drinks in a 7-hour period from 11:00 AM until 6:30 PM, and will be monitored with a wrist
band and ID check. Alcohol will be limited to the polo field area. VVolunteers and BB&P staff
will monitor the access points. The total number of participants, including volunteers, is
estimated at 1,300. Matt moved to approve the license, which has to be signed by the
Town Clerk. Brett seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.
Announcements/Public Comment — Truck traffic on Rowe Hill: Betsy LaBultti, who just
moved to town with her three horses, said two large off-road trucks drove past her house this
weekend. Betsy expressed concern about being able to ride safely on the road with large
trucks. Brett asked what kind of trucks they were. Betsy said one was a Tacoma and one was
a Ford. Matt said if it’s a licensed vehicle, it can legally go through there. Win suggested that
Betsy keep a log of the frequency. Matt said we would have to change the road classification
to change the use. Betsy asked if there is a Conservation Commission or a Trail Commission
in town. Win said there is a Conservation Commission and they do take an interest in trails
and public rights-of-way for recreational use. Win said Betsy is welcome to approach the
Conservation Commission but recommended that she gather information on the volume of
truck traffic first. Matt noted that Class 4 roads are used by off-road vehicles and changing
that would be an uphill battle. Betsy asked about signage. Win said we’ve found that signage
doesn’t make much difference and repeated his suggestion that Betsy gather more data about
the usage of the road. Matt noted that the road is being improved on both ends so it will
probably see more use and suggested that Betsy put a sign on her property. Betsy agreed to
keep a log and share it with the Selectboard. Arthur Whiting: Tom noted the passing of
Arthur Whiting, who was a Selectboard member for many years.

Town Clerk’s orders — Win noted expenses associated with repairs to the water system.
Event application by Anne Yates for a wedding at 553 Coon Club Road on Saturday, October
9" from 2:00 PM until 10:00 PM — Win said they’re expecting 150 people and the parking
will be on private property. Alcohol service will be handled by the caterer. Matt moved to
approve the application. Brett seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.
Request to use Town roads for Runamuck event on October 16" & 17" — Win noted that the
event starts and ends at the Stillson Farm. Jonathan Vass said he will have fewer than 130
competitors on both Saturday and Sunday. The race starts and 7:00 AM and ends around 3:00
PM and is mostly on dirt roads. There will be cones and signs at major intersections and a




8)

9)

volunteer will be present at the Brownsville-Hartland Road intersection in the morning. Win
asked Jonathan if he has notified all the towns whose roads are included on the route.
Jonathan said not yet but he plans to, and he also provides insurance to the towns and the
property owner. Win asked Jonathan to notify the Windsor Police Department, which he
agreed to do. Jonathan asked if he can put an aid station and a port-a-potty at the corner of
Cemetery & Cowshed. The Selectboard agreed that the aid station can be placed within the
town highway right-of-way and the volunteers can park their vehicle at the Sheddsville
Cemetery. Jonathan also asked to put an aid station on Morrison Road near the intersection
with Brownsville-Hartland Road. The Selectboard agreed with that location as well, provided
it’s not on private property. Matt moved to approve the use of town roads. Brett seconded
the motion, which passed unanimously.

Ski Tow Road helicopter landing area — Win said there’s been confusion about whether this
area is available for parking and/or camping during large events so it’s been suggested that
we set up permanent barriers and a gate. Glenn said it would be about $3,800 for the barriers
and $400 for the gate. Erik said he’d like to include a windsock in the budget. Matt said he
thinks DHART should review it before it’s built. Erik said it has to be 100’ x 100’ and it’s
going to be 150’ x 150°. Win moved to approve up to $4,500 for the helicopter landing area
to be managed by Mike and Erik with input from DHART. Matt said he thinks we should
wait until after DHART reviews it. Erik said he thinks that will slow the process by at least a
month but he’ll send them a sketch. Mike said it’s not a big deal to change it if necessary
after they’ve looked at it. Win repeated his motion and Brett seconded it. The motion
passed unanimously.

Camping for GMHA event — Glenn said the camping would be September 30" — October 3'.
Win said there could be no campfires. Glenn said he would draft a letter indicating the
parameters. Win moved to allow camping for up to ten horse vans from September 30t
through October 3™, with no outside fires allowed. Matt asked about port-a-potties. Glenn
said the camping would be in self-contained units so there would be no port-a-potties. Brett
said they should clean up after themselves. Martha asked about the event. Glenn said the
event is taking place at GMHA but they don’t have enough room for campers. Win asked
Glenn to keep the Selectboard posted as plans are developed. Glenn agreed. Win repeated
his motion, which Brett seconded. The motion passed unanimously.

10) Highway Foreman’s Report — Mike said mowing is done and the mower has been taken off

for the season. The grader has an oil or fuel pressure issue but, fortunately, the grading was
half done. Win asked Mike to let him know when he gets a repair estimate. Mike said they’re
going to start cutting the trees for the Jewett Road work later this week. Mike said he talked
to Alan May about proceeding with the work on the public section of the road, and abutting
property owner Dave McFarland is also okay with it. Mike said the sand pile is more than %
done, and they’re picking up the new truck tomorrow.

11) Highway access application: Skyhawk Lane (Henderson) — Mike said the sight distance is

good for both lots. Win asked if the access is serving two lots. Mike said no; there are two
separate lots. Wendy said she’ll do whatever Mike wants her to do. Matt moved to approve
the two accesses. Brett seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.

12) Sign grant agreement for FY 2022 Grants-in-Aid project — Matt moved to authorize Win to

sign the grant agreement. Brett seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.

13) ATA Youth Program update — Win said there have been questions about who is going to run

the programs, sponsor them, insure them, etc. Win said the school district has agreed to be



the umbrella organization. Glenn said the school board is meeting this evening to discuss
having the Adventure Club be an after-school program under the auspices of the school
district, hosted at the AOC five days a week during the school year. Glenn noted that the
Adventure Club is separate from the ATA Youth Program.

14) Jewett Road Update — Win said other than having the road on our town highway map and
maintaining it for 50 years, we’ve found no evidence of an agreement with the Happy
Canyon Association acknowledging that it’s a town road and, in fact, they insist that it’s a
private road. As a result, Win said, we’re talking with the property owner and the Upper
Valley Land Trust (UVLT) about establishing a turn-around at the boundary of the Happy
Canyon property. Martha said according to the attorney she spoke with, the private section of
Jewett could remain private if the Town had an easement over it, and that would solve all the
problems. Win said that seems like a bad precedent unless we can’t build a turn-around. Matt
said then we wouldn’t have to build a turn-around. Mike said he’s already talked to Dave
MacFarland. Win added that we just have to get clearance from UVLT and, if that becomes
complicated, we can look at alternatives. Win said we should know before the next meeting
whether this is an option. Mike said, except for gravel, we have the material so we would just
need to cut the trees and remove the stumps. Mike added that we would probably make it a
little bit bigger to accommodate parking for their easement. Win said we’ll get a cost
estimate.

15) Transfer Station update — Win said Tom Kennedy is working with them to draft a document
that could result in an agreement among the three towns. Win asked Matt and Brett for
feedback on the draft. Win said the housing unit count would exclude the condos, which all
have dumpster service.

16) Utility update — Village Condo parking lot repair: Martha noted the $2,500 estimate she
forwarded to the Selectboard to repair the area we dug up to repair a water leak. Win moved
to approve the repair work. Brett seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.
Telemetry issues: Win asked where we stand with the telemetry repairs. Martha said the well
pump seems to be operating okay, but the flow meter still needs to be replaced. In addition, a
radar transducer was installed to try to address the issues at tanks 2 & 3. Over the past ten
days, there were two days, including today, when the data looked weird so Martha said she
wants to check with Patricia and see if she knows what’s causing that. Matt asked if we
purchased a spare VFD. Martha said she will have to look back and see what we decided on
that. Win asked Martha to prepare a summary spreadsheet on the telemetry issues and related
costs for the next meeting. Tennis court repair: Martha said she also got a quote on repairing
the tennis court we had to dig up, but Leslie said to hold off because they might be
demolishing the courts. Sewer: Martha said there was a leaking sump pump at the Essex
building and Leslie temporarily had it hooked up to the sewer system but our ordinance
doesn’t allow that so she’s going to come up with an alternate solution. Matt asked about the
plans for the Fitness Center. Win said we’ve asked Leslie to let us know when they decide
what they want to do. Deb said they’ll need a permit.

17) August Police Report — Win noted an alarm citation.

18) Other Business — No Parking signs on Route 44: Mike said the State put the signs there a
long time ago for safety reasons, to provide sight distance for people pulling out of the store
parking lot. Peter said they try to enforce the “no parking” zone. After discussion, Win said
he’s happy with it the way it is as long as the police can enforce it. Peter said they’re talking
to their neighbor about a lot line adjustment to expand their parking lot so it’s more like the




one at the Woodstock Farmer’s Market. Clean-up project at Highway Garage: Win said we
need to approve starting the project on September 20", Martha said it was supposed to start
on the 15" so Alan wanted to make sure we’re okay with them starting a few days later.
Martha said there’s a pre-construction meeting at 9:30 AM. Alan wants Martha to be there,
and Mike may want to be there as well. Sheddsville Cemetery: Tom said the Sexton, Dwight
Davis, passed away. Tom said he and Dennis Brown, who is the President of the Brownsville
Cemetery Assoc., have asked Ron LaPlant to be Sexton for both cemeteries. The salary for
the position is $25 an hour. Win suggested a donation in Dwight’s memory. ROW:
Regarding the right-of-way that the lawyer has on the east side of Sheddsville Cemetery,
Tom said the Town is responsible for the trees so he would suggest selling that strip of land
to the lawyer. Matt asked how we determine the value and suggested an appraisal. Brett
agreed. Tom said the sale would have to be approved at Town Meeting. Cannabis survey:
Matt agreed to work with Martha to respond to the survey. The Selectboard members agreed
that they would rather not have retail cannabis in town.

19) Approve minutes: Win moved to approve the minutes of August 23", Brett seconded the
motion, which passed unanimously.

20) Executive Session — Brett moved to go into executive session to discuss contract
proposals for engineering. Matt seconded the motion, which passed unanimously. After
discussion, Matt moved to come out of executive session. Brett seconded the motion,
which passed unanimously. Win asked Martha to find out if it’s possible for the Town to
make a limited commitment to D&K for one sewer planning project, while A+E continues to
be our primary utility consultant. If that’s not possible then we would continue with A+E for
both utilities, and we would continue with A+E for water projects anyway.

21) Adjourn — Brett moved to adjourn at 8:13 PM. Matt seconded the motion, which passed
unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,

Martha Harrison



