
West Windsor Selectboard 

Draft Minutes 

October 26, 2020 

 

Present at Town Hall: Win Johnson, Brett Myers, Matt Kantola, David Hill, Anne Valentine, 

Dan Lesnick, Mike Spackman 

Present via zoom/phone: Martha Harrison, Deb Shearer, Susan & Greg White, Alessandro Iuppa, 

Craig Gardner, Ronald Harrison 
 

1) Call to Order – Selectboard Chair Win Johnson called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM.   

2) Changes or additions to the agenda – report on initial gun fire noise discussion 

3) Announcements/Public Comment – None 

4) Coronavirus Updates – Mike had no report. Brett said the VA is getting prepared.  

5) Town Clerk’s report – Orders: Win asked Brett and Matt if they had any questions on the 

orders. They did not. YTD Financial Reports: Win said we’re waiting for almost $200,000 in 

grants to come in for the highway projects and we need to transfer money from the 

maintenance reserve fund for the local share of those projects. Win noted that we’re over 

budget on winter sand. Mike said they’ll probably be done hauling sand this week. Win said 

the Library started the year with a $15,000 reserve and it looks like they’re going to add 

$10,000 to that, so they’re in good shape if they need funds for ventilation. Win said we’ll 

have to set up our budget schedule at the next meeting.  

6) Highway – Discuss proposal to alter Hammond Hill Road: Win said this is just an 

introductory discussion; there’s a whole process the town needs to go through, including a 

public hearing and site visit, before taking any action. Anne talked about the history of the 

house and the need to improve the drainage so the house and barn can be used year-round, 

given that the road is now above the grade of the buildings. Anne said she has had an 

engineer, Green Mountain Power, Mike Spackman, and Dan Lesnick look at the situation and 

has talked to all of her neighbors, except one. Anne had copies of a survey showing the 

proposed relocation of Hammond Hill Road. Anne said it’s her understanding that the 

existing road would remain open during construction so traffic would not be diverted at any 

point. Anne said the new section of road would have the same grade but over a longer 

distance so it would be easier to get up. Win put the survey up on the screen and Anne 

described the changes. Win noted an email received from Eugene Ely, who is a neighboring 

property owner and an engineer, with comments on the project. Anne said she replied to his 

email. Anne said she and Alessandro would pay for the project; it would not cost the town 

anything. David Hill said he had not seen the survey until Saturday but Anne has talked with 

him and Katrina about it over the past two years. David had concerns about the safety of 

adding another turn, headlights shining into their windows, maintaining the road in its 

historical location, cutting old growth trees, and exposing the power lines, which are 

currently not very visible. David asked what would happen to the portion of the existing road 

that would remain on the Hill’s property: Would it become their property? Would it belong 

to the Town? Would it be landscaped? If so, when would that happen? Who would do it? 

Who would pay for it? Who would be responsible for making sure everything happens 

according to plan? Matt said he thinks the Town right-of-way would shift with the road. 

Mike said he’ll have to look at it. Anne agreed to check and make sure headlights will not 

shine into the Hill’s windows. Regarding the power lines, Anne said they will be more 

visible and some trees will need to be cut but no healthy old growth trees will be cut. Craig 



said when he wrote up his tree survey, he did not have a copy of the construction plans. Win 

read from Craig’s survey which noted 31 trees with a DBH of 8+ inches and six trees with a 

DBH of 24+ inches. Susan said some of the old growth maples are not stable; she would 

prefer to preserve the medium sized trees. Susan added that she doesn’t think the headlights 

are going to hit the Hill’s house. Susan asked if the Town would do anything to improve the 

road if Anne and Alessandro decide not to proceed with the proposal. Susan also said she 

thinks it’s better to have the power lines closer to the road so they can be repaired more 

easily. Mike said the bigger maples would have to come down eventually but, other than that, 

the Town wouldn’t necessarily do anything to the road. Anne said the Town spends a lot of 

time cleaning out the culvert. Mike agreed that there are water issues. Anne said they’ve had 

standing water in their driveway and have spent a lot trying to divert water away from the 

house. Dan said he envisions the old road being graded, seeded and mulched. Susan said she 

thinks moving the road may help address the speeding problem. David said it also may make 

it harder to get up the road. Dan said he has been to the property many times with a backhoe 

to shovel the road out from in front of the door. Ron asked if the project is going to affect the 

drainage on his side of the road. Mike said he doesn’t think so. Win suggested an initial site 

visit, prior to the required site visit and public hearing. Those present agreed to meet on 

Sunday, November 8, at 9:00 AM. Dan agreed to put ribbons on the trees along the center 

line of the proposed road. Win said he will email Eugene about the site visit. Anne agreed to 

contact Jenny. Sign TA-65 for Rush Meadow Road project: Win said the total project cost 

was just under $125,000 and the town should be getting reimbursed $112,000 by the state. 

Brett moved to approve signing the TA-65. Matt seconded the motion, which passed 

unanimously. Foreman’s Report: Mike said the highway crew is cleaning out culverts and 

ditches and they should be done hauling sand this week. Mike said the Queen Victoria Road 

grant project is done but he doesn’t have the bills yet. The Selectboard said they didn’t know 

we had applied for a grant for work on Queen Victoria. Mike said Sue Greenall applied for 

the grant and it was awarded last week. Win said Sue should have discussed it with the 

Selectboard. Mike said they replaced the culvert, stone-lined the ditch, and put one load of 

hard pack over the culvert. Mike said it’s a $2,600 water quality grant through the Regional 

Planning Commission and the Conservation Commission. Mike said the new signs are up at 

the north end of Rush Meadow Road. There’s a curvy road sign, a “next half mile” sign, and 

a 25 MPH sign; one post with the three signs below Ladd’s and one near the old Reeve’s 

place. Mike said grading is pretty much complete. Matt asked if the highway department got 

a lot more work done now that they have an excavator. Mike said the excavator has 600 

hours on it after two summers. Brett noted a low spot on Bible Hill Road. Mike said they put 

two loads of material there this week but eventually they’re going to have to stone line the 

ditch. Martha noted a big rock on the side of the road across from Mary Fenn’s old house that 

could get clipped by a snow plow. Regarding the highway budget, Mike said most of the 

“other aggregate” amount is going to be covered by grants.  

7) Utility Advisory Committee meeting report – Win said the committee recommended waiting 

a year to change the rates. Win said we will need to put money from the utility reserve funds 

toward the projects to reduce debt service. Win said we also revised the connected user count 

and we may want to implement that revision sooner.  

8) Water & Sewer update – Water: Martha said the only thing that needs to be done to finish the 

water project is the installation of a motion sensor for the exterior light on the well house. As 

for O&M, Brookfield is coming to service the generator tomorrow and the hydrants were 



flushed last week. Martha said she got the report from the inspection of tanks 2 & 3 and there 

is some repair work that needs to be done on the lining in the next five to ten years; she’s 

getting more information on the cost for that. The only other thing, that may or may not be 

water related, is that Mountainside reported a sink hole in their upper parking lot. It’s very 

small on the surface but apparently it opens up more underneath. Mountainside is planning to 

have Dan Lesnick do some exploratory digging and see what’s going on with that. Martha 

said the hole is on their side of the hydrant. Win asked if the shut-off for the property is at the 

hydrant. Martha said yes; it’s her understanding that each building has a shut-off but the shut-

off for all three buildings is by the hydrant. Martha said it may not have anything to do with 

the water system but she asked them to let us know when they’re going to do the work and if 

they need to shut off the water for any reason. Sewer: Martha said she’s going to meet with 

Mike and Dan tomorrow, and possibly Ben from A+E, to look at the manhole that needs to 

be replaced and the area where we need to do a test pit. Win asked if having the Town do the 

work and hiring Dan as a subcontractor would change the Davis-Bacon requirements. Martha 

said she doesn’t think so; anyone who works on the project has to comply with Davis-Bacon 

but she can help fill out the paperwork. Win asked if this work will close out the sewer 

project. Martha said the sag by the hotel needs to be investigated and manhole 18 needs some 

cement repair work. Matt said, unless you get the water out of the sag, you can’t see the 

bottom of the pipe.  

9) Request for Mylar of Clay property survey – Win said, on the one hand, it’s a sunk cost so 

why not share it; on the other hand, it was paid for by the tax payers. Matt said it’s a public 

record anyway, isn’t it? Martha said, according to Cathy, she doesn’t have a Mylar of it. 

Martha sent Cathy a copy of the feasibility study and she gave him the last page of it. Matt 

said the person making the request can buy a Mylar from Farnsworth. Win asked if the 

survey belongs to Farnsworth. Mike said the Town paid for it so it should be ours. Martha 

said the question was: Can I obtain permission from the Town for Mr. Farnsworth to produce 

a Mylar recordable copy of the survey that the Town commissioned for the feasibility study? 

The Selectboard agreed that they have no objection.  

10) Appropriation request – Win asked Matt and Brett how they feel about the $250 

appropriation request from the VT Family Network. Win said he thinks someone should 

speak to it. Martha said it’s her understanding that when we get a new request it goes on the 

warning as a separate article. Win agreed but said usually someone stands up and speaks to it. 

Win asked Martha to contact the organization and ask them to attend a Selectboard meeting 

and explain how the organization benefits West Windsor.  

11) Other Business – Gun fire/noise ordinance discussion: Win said nine people met last 

Thursday from all sides of the gun issue and the only consensus was that neighbors should be 

talking with neighbors. Many people were skeptical about the noise ordinance but no one 

suggested any amendments. Some said there are other kinds of noise that are disturbing as 

well. Win said the main difference between clearing land, for example, and four hours of gun 

fire is the amount of insecurity felt by neighbors, who feel like they’re not safe on their own 

property. Win said he thinks there’s going to be a discussion among neighbors in the Brook 

Road area and he’s been asked to try to arrange a discussion among the Seems Road area 

neighbors. Win said there is a “safe schools” federal law but it only applies to public 

property. Matt said it would make sense to prohibit shooting within a certain distance of a 

school. Win said the only prohibition that might float with the discussion group is an area 

defined around the Town Hall, the church, and the school but it couldn’t extend out very far. 



Deb said because of the geography of the area and the way sound travels, if the safety zone is 

limited to 500 feet, it’s not going to have the desired effect. Mike said Springfield just passed 

a noise ordinance. Win asked Martha to get a copy of it.  

12) Approve Minutes – Brett moved to approve the minutes of September 28th and October 

13th. Matt seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.   

13) Adjourn – The Selectboard adjourned by consensus at 8:05 PM. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Martha Harrison 


