
West Windsor Selectboard 
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May 25, 2021 

 

Present in person: Win Johnson, Brett Myers, Matt Kantola, David & Katrina Hill, Anne 

Valentine, Bill Yates, Dan Lesnick 

Present via zoom: Martha Harrison, Susan Yates White, Alessandro Iuppa, Trace Landino 
 

Win re-opened the public hearing on the proposal to re-locate a section of Hammond Hill Road. 

Win swore in Bill Yates, and reminded everyone else that they’re still under oath. Win said he 

asked the applicant for more information, primarily about drainage, and he asked Bill Yates to 

provide an historical perspective. Win said when we’re done talking, the Selectboard will recess 

for a deliberative session to decide whether we have all the information we need and, if so, will 

come out of the deliberative session and adjourn the hearing. At that point, Win said, the 

Selectboard has 60 days to make a decision. Anne described two years of due diligence, meeting 

with the power company, Mike Spackman, lawyers and engineers, prior to bringing the proposal 

to the Selectboard. Anne said the proposal improves the drainage, protects their historic 

homestead and creates a safer road. Anne shared a PowerPoint presentation with a google 

satellite image that includes the Hill’s house. Anne then shared a map showing the perceived 

road relocation and the actual proposed relocation, which she said will not add to the curve and 

will increase sight lines. Anne said she understands the Hill’s concerns about headlights shining 

in their windows. Anne said the relocated road would connect with the current road 250’ from 

the closest point of the Hill’s house. At that point, Anne said, there’s an existing 10’ to 13’ bank 

on the northwest side of the road. Anne said page 5, paragraph 4 of the Dufresne report says the 

same thing. If headlights don’t shine into the Hill’s windows now, Anne said, then they won’t 

shine in after the road relocation. Regarding tree cutting, Anne said no trees will be cut on 

property that doesn’t belong to the Yates/Whites or the Valentine/Iuppas. Anne also noted Tree 

Warden Craig Gardner’s determination that no designated shade trees or trees of concern would 

be impacted. Anne said there are three ash trees and a big maple that will come down. Anne said 

everyone has a copy of the planting plan for the small triangle of land that would be added to the 

Hill’s property, but these are just suggestions, they can do what they want. Anne also showed the 

drainage plan and said the existing drainage was put in by a previous owner and kind of goes 

uphill so it doesn’t work. Anne noted the new culverts that would be installed with the road 

relocation and said it would be much easier for the town to maintain. Win said uphill from the 

Valentine/Iuppa property there would be ditching that meets the town specifications, which vary 

depending on slope. Anne agreed that the ditching would be at the discretion of the highway 

foreman. Katrina asked where the water is going to drain. Win noted the debate, from the April 

20th discussion, about whether the water was going to sheet across the road, or whether there 

would be ditches that channel the water into culverts, which is why he wanted to see a drainage 

plan. Dan said it would sheet to a ditch that will allow it to go into the culvert. Anne said it’s not 

just improved drainage; it’s an improved road because the existing road is not engineered to 

today’s standards. Anne said the rise in the road is the same but it occurs over a longer area, so 

it’s a more consistent rise. Anne said Tim Knapp at Dufresne confirmed that the grade is the 

same. Anne said the current sight distance guidelines are not met on the west side of the barn and 

the proposed relocation corrects that. Anne noted the visibility issue for people riding their bikes 

on the road as well. Noting that their house was built around 1820, Anne said they had a 

contractor come in to look at the sill and they’re hoping they don’t have to jack up the house and 



have part of it replaced. Matt said sills don’t last two hundred years. Anne said the original 

roadway was about three feet lower than the current road. Anne said their goal is to maintain the 

character, structure and stability of their home while maintaining the rural nature of the area and 

the Hammond Hill neighborhood. Win asked Bill Yates if he knows whether the former owners 

ever approached the town about moving the road. Bill said they complained about several things. 

Bill said he started working there the year before his son was born, and he’s 25 this year. Bill 

said the first year he worked there, he spent a week cleaning the gravel off the property. Bill said 

he cleaned from 25’ above the culvert to 100’ from his sister’s on both sides of the road, and a 

couple of years there was three or four inches of gravel in the driveway. Win asked about the 

elevation of the road. Bill said it has increased but not significantly. Win said the situation is not 

unique to this road or this town. Bill said the town replaced the culvert above the house around 

the time Mike started working for the town, or shortly thereafter, which didn’t work, but Irene 

wiped it out and the town had to re-do it. Win asked Bill if he worked inside the house as well. 

Bill said he did everything. Win asked Bill about the sills. Bill said some of the sills weren’t too 

bad. Bill also noted that the traffic on the road is awful. Win asked about snow removal and 

snow piles. Bill said he shoveled the roof every year and moved it when it piled up in front of the 

house. Bill said the spring runoff was awful and the ice would be thick in the driveway. Bill 

noted the drainage hole in the middle of the parking area. Win said he’s trying to determine what 

remedies have been attempted. Bill said when the town replaced the culvert above the house it 

didn’t deal with the underlying issue. In the spring, Bill said, he would shovel out the hole on 

both sides unless it filled up significantly, in which case the town would dig it out. Bill said the 

barn was also inaccessible for most of the winter because two or three feet of ice would build up 

from the road runoff. Anne said that’s still the case with the barn. Matt asked if the runoff from 

spring storms comes into their driveway. Anne said yes, and added that she dug a tiny moat 

between the road and the driveway, which works, but it only lasts for one storm. Anne said 

they’ve also put in gutters and a French drain that’s supposed to move the water to the pond, but 

it’s not enough. Win asked Anne if they knew about this problem when they bought the property. 

Anne said no; they bought it in the fall. Matt said if you build a house at the bottom of a hill, 

you’ll always have drainage problems. Katrina asked Anne how many acres she and Al own. 

Anne said about 26 acres. Katrina said at the last meeting Al indicated that all options to fix the 

drainage issues have not been explored so, if the standard to move a road is necessity and 

community benefit, why haven’t less intrusive options been proposed. Susan said her 

understanding of what Al said was that it wasn’t worth them putting any more money into trying 

different options when chances were they weren’t going to work. Al said he would want to listen 

to the recording because he doesn’t recall making that definitive of a statement. David said he 

thinks Al said it in response to Eugene. Regarding the trees that are dangerous, Katrina said the 

trees can come down anyway if the landowner or the tree warden thinks they’re a threat. 

Regarding the headlights, Katrina said Dufresne said it doesn’t appear that the vehicle headlights 

will shine in, but that’s not definitive. David said he has stood where the new road will rejoin the 

old road and you can see their window. Matt asked if they get headlights in their window now. 

Katrina said she hasn’t noticed. Brett asked if there’s any way to go out there at night and test it. 

David said we don’t know what the slope of the road is going to be there. Matt said it’s going to 

match the pitch of the existing road. Katrina said it’s an unknown that’s concerning to them. 

Matt said if there was a problem, it’s nothing that a Norway Spruce couldn’t take care of. Matt 

said he’s just looking for a compromise. Regarding the safety of the barn access, Katrina noted 

the yellow house on Brownsville-Hartland Road that is very close to the road and has a mirror 



opposite the driveway. David said a mirror would be an easy fix for the sight line issue. Katrina 

said, with 26 acres of property, she would think that Anne and Al could reconfigure things in a 

way that wouldn’t impact the town. Matt said he doesn’t think it’s going to impact anyone else in 

town other than the Hills and it may not impact them at all. Regarding safety, David said the 

pitch is not going to increase but there’s going to be a longer space where it’s going to be 

steeper. Katrina said that’s not going to impact Anne and Al, or Susan, it’s only going to impact 

them because they live at the top of the hill and they go that way in the winter. David noted some 

others who would be affected including the Macombers, Eugene Ely and the people who live at 

Unkie’s Lodge. Bill said the Yates and Whites are affected as well but they see the benefit and 

are willing to give up property to make the road better. David said no one is giving up property; 

it’s being paid for. Susan said an easement isn’t buying property. Bill said his sister and her 

husband sold an easement to the previous owner, which had nothing to do with moving the road; 

it allowed them to cut trees and manage the property. Bill said there is no easement on his 

parent’s property but he's worked on the road and his sister lives on the road and it’s not safe. 

Matt said there’s nothing to prevent a car from going right into the Valentine/Iuppa house. 

Katrina said you could say the same thing about the yellow house on Brownsville-Hartland 

Road. Win asked how title to the easement is relevant. David said it goes to the advocacy for this 

project by the Yates family. Susan said the easement is not going to change whether this gets 

approved or not. Susan said her advocacy is from her heart as a Vermonter; if she didn’t think 

the project was good, she would have said so. Al said it’s insulting to hear it suggested that they 

colluded with the Whites and Yates to get their support for this. Al said the easement is relevant 

in that, in order to move forward with the proposal, they needed to respect the property rights of 

the Yates Trust and the Yates/White family. Win said the easement was a private transaction. 

Win suggested a recess so the Selectboard can determine whether or not they need more 

information. Anne asked what happens after the hearing is adjourned. Win said the Selectboard 

has to deliberate and reach a decision, which will be in writing, and they’ll probably have to get 

input from counsel. Brett asked for more clarity on the safety issues. Anne said between their 

house and the Hills house there’s a curve that’s the end of the sight line; the proposed change 

would take that curve and make it into a long narrow arc, which improves the sight line. The 

other place that’s unsafe, Anne said, is coming out of the barn area; you have to get both front 

tires in the road before you can see what’s coming from the downhill side. Brett asked if the 

proposed change will slow people down. Anne said she asked Mike Spackman that and he said 

no. Brett said she doesn’t want it to create even more of an issue for someone having a straighter 

shot. Bill said it’s not going to make it straighter or faster. Brett asked if speed is an issue. Susan 

said yes; speed is an issue and yesterday she watched someone driving up the hill fast while on 

her cell phone. Brett moved to recess the hearing for a deliberative session. Matt seconded 

the motion, which passed unanimously. The Selectboard came out of their session and said, 

unless someone has something more to say, they’re prepared to adjourn the hearing. Win asked 

Martha if the Selectboard has to warn their deliberative sessions. Martha said no. Win said 

they’ll probably meet tomorrow. David asked if it’s a public meeting. Win said no; the next 

public announcement will be their decision. Brett moved to adjourn the hearing. Matt 

seconded the motion, which passed unanimously. Win asked if they have to keep minutes of 

their deliberative sessions. Martha said she’s pretty sure they don’t.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Martha Harrison 


