West Windsor Selectboard
Draft Minutes
February 22, 2021

Present via zoom: Win Johnson, Matt Kantola, Brett Myers, Joy Axten, Bruce & Cathy
Boedtker, Tom Kenyon, Heather Hoyns, Deb Shearer, Neil Allen (VT Standard), Jerry & Shirley
Ouelette, Barbara Gerstner

1)
2)
3)

4)

5)

6)

Call to Order — Selectboard Chair Win Johnson called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM.
Changes or additions to the agenda — None

Announcements/Public Comment — Win said there’s another informal information session
about Town Meeting tomorrow night at 6:30 PM, and the formal required information
hearing on Monday, March 1, at 6:30 PM.

Coronavirus updates — Win said he has heard qualified good news about the vaccine
program. There was brief discussion about reactions to the second shot, and brief discussion
about the busy weekend at the mountain.

Town Clerk’s orders — In response to a question from Matt, Win noted that Craig Gardner is
plowing in the one-ton truck.

Refutation of allegations made at November 9, 2020 Selectboard meeting — Joy Axten said
the property dispute that was brought to the Selectboard’s attention is a civil matter. Joy said
she and her husband had offered to share the cost of a survey with their neighbors and agreed
that, whatever the result, they would abide by it. Joy said their neighbors’ attorney provided
them with a survey map and deeds, which they reviewed. Joy noted some issues with the
documents and, after that, according to Joy, the attorney dropped the case. Joy said Mr.
Burke did a survey in October of last year, based on the Ouelette and Axten deeds, and it
shows the boundary 200 feet from any stone wall and the remnants of a fence. Joy noted that
Mr. Burke is an unlicensed surveyor who needs to be under the direct supervision of a
licensed surveyor, so it’s a baseless survey without documentation. Joy said she and her
husband did not have their own survey done because their attorney said it was not necessary.
Joy said they have also contacted the Attorney General’s office. Joy characterized the dispute
as an act of intimidation, and said they need a corrected map and a retraction. Joy apologized
for bringing the issue to the Selectboard but said she felt like they needed to defend
themselves. Win said the Selectboard can’t take a position except to say that, when they
heard from the Ouelettes, they consulted with an attorney and determined that it’s a civil
matter over which the Selectboard has no jurisdiction. Matt asked if there is a Farnsworth
survey. Win said the survey that he has seen was done by Bob Farnsworth. Matt asked whose
position is supported by the survey. Win said he’s not going to offer an opinion. Matt said if
they have a Farnsworth survey, that’s enough to go to court and they can argue in court about
it. Joy said she contacted Mr. Farnsworth and was told that the survey was based on the
Axten and Ouelette deeds and if the Axtens think it is incorrect, they can get their own
survey. Joy said she contacted Mr. Farnsworth again recently and in his response he said that
his survey was a retracement of the Bruno survey to set missing pins for the Ouelettes, and
referenced the Parent’s deed. Joy said, since she was unable to print the survey, Mr.
Farnsworth gave her a copy and said the survey that was done for Mr. Sargent is the Parent’s
survey; there is no survey for the Ouelette or Axten properties. Win said Mr. Farnsworth is a
very respected surveyor. Win added that he doesn’t think there is anything the Selectboard
can do about the property dispute; there is a question about unpermitted development for



7)

work done in a wetland, which is up to others to examine, but the Selectboard is not in a
position to intervene or mediate. Win said when the Ouelettes came to the Selectboard they
wanted to see if there was anything the Town could do so they looked into it and determined
that the Town has no authority in this type of situation, except with regard to unpermitted
development. Brett suggested allowing the Ouelettes to make a statement and then we can be
done with this since there isn’t anything we can do. Shirley said their lawyer did not drop
them. Shirley added that they have a Bruno Associates survey that was done in 1984 when
they bought the additional 0.64 acres from John Sargent. They showed the survey to Jim
Axten when he was working on the property and Jim said, ‘I don’t believe it.” The Ouelettes
subsequently had another survey done by Bob Farnsworth so they could place the pins. The
next time Jim was on the disputed property, Jerry showed him the new survey and said ‘you
can do whatever you want on your property but this is wetlands and you’re not supposed to
be down here.” According to Shirley, Jim said, ‘Make me stop.” Shirley said the state
Wetlands program has been notified and has determined that it is a wetland, and the Axtens
have been notified that it’s a wetland and no further work can be done there. All the digging,
tree cutting and bush hogging has to stop and it has to be allowed to go back to wetlands. The
reason no pins were put in when the survey was done was because it was a swamp; it was a
beaver pond. Shirley said that’s why they had a survey done to place the pins. Shirley said
the Axtens asked them to pay for half of their survey and they said no because they had
already paid for their own survey. Shirley said Bob Farnsworth has done a lot of additional
work to try to help sort this out. Shirley said the pin in question is on the Parent’s deed, not
the Axten’s deed or the Ouelette’s deed. Shirley added that they have not received a single
document from the Axtens proving their point. Shirley said they have gone above and
beyond trying to correct this and they don’t think it’s right that they were served with a
violation notice by ANR and told that they are responsible for putting the wetland back the
way it was at their expense, even though the Axtens are the ones that did the work. Win said
he hopes the parties can resolve their differences.

VT 100 Mile Run & Ride discussion — Heather Hoyns said the VT 100 was cancelled last
year due to Covid. At this point, they’re not asking for a permit because the Covid situation
is a moving target. The current recommendation from the state is that two weeks after you
have both vaccinations you no longer need to quarantine if you come into the state. Heather
said they are considering a range of possibilities such as not having the Run this year,
reducing the distance, limiting the number of participants, not having a tent, not having
dinner, not having meetings, etc. Heather said they need to make a decision in mid-May and
they’re looking for guidance from the Selectboard. Brett asked when the event would be
held. Heather said July 16, 17 & 18. Win said the Selectboard has also been approached
about a gravel bike ride event and their response was that we have to wait and see what the
state guidance is. Speaking for himself, Win said he’d love to see these events occur. Heather
said they realize that it’s going to be a last minute decision based on state guidance; they may
require a negative Covid test or they may require participants to be vaccinated. Heather said
they’re hoping to run some kind of event with limitations. Win said we’re hoping for a
summer that’s near normal with the events that enrich our community, so we’re rooting for
you. Win asked Heather to keep the Selectboard posted on their plans. Shirley said the VT
100 is the only event like it in the country, with runners and horses, and it would be great for
the town to be able to carry on that tradition.



8) Update on Coaching Lane short-term rental complaints — Win said he followed a lead from
Deb Shearer and was finally able to talk to the woman who is responsible for the southern
Vermont rentals of the national organization that manages this property. Win said she and
some of her associates are willing to join a zoom call with the abutters this Friday so they can
hear first-hand about what has gone on there and the impacts on the neighborhood. Win said
we may need to find out, for every short-term rental in town, who is managing the property
and who can be called when there are issues with the tenants. Bruce thanked Win for
arranging the zoom call. Matt asked if the woman Win talked to lives in West Windsor. Win
said no, but she’s going to invite some people who are more directly responsible for this
property. Shirley asked if the Town is aware of properties that are being rented out short-
term. Win said the Town has no regulation right now but it’s easy to go on the websites for
the rental agencies and see which local properties are advertised. Shirley asked if the
Selectboard could ask property owners to make the Town aware that the property is being
used as a rental. Win said the Planning Commission is looking into it. Cathy said the
Planning Commission is meeting on Wednesday night and this topic is on their agenda. Win
offered to send the zoom link to anyone interested in joining. Brett asked if she and Matt
should join. Win said if they want to join, we have to warn it as a Selectboard meeting. Win
said if he is not feeling well, he’ll contact Brett or Matt so one of them can participate. Win
said if the abutters are not satisfied after the zoom call, then we’ll have to consider other
options. Cathy said, according to the information Deb sent, the rental agreement includes
quiet hours from 10:00 PM until 6:00 or 8:00 AM and that’s not being adhered to.

9) Highway Foreman’s report — Win said Mike is plowing right now but, as far as Win knows,
everything is fine, equipment-wise and otherwise.

10) Draft Social Services Appropriation Policy — Win said he sent a draft to the Auditors and the
Selectboard, based on VLCT’s template. Brett asked about Barbara Gerstner’s suggestion.
Win said the Auditors would like reports submitted digitally as Word docs so they don’t have
to re-type them. Win said the policy clarifies that every organization we support is required
to send a report. Brett said the policy looks good to her.

11) Schedule organizational meeting (after Town Meeting) — Win asked Martha to poll the
Selectboard on their availability for a short zoom meeting on Wednesday or Thursday night.

12) Other Business — Australian ballot vote results: Barbara asked how voters will find out the
results of the vote. Win said the Board of Civil Authority will count the ballots. Neil said
Cathy told him the results would be posted on the town website on Tuesday night, and they’1l
be in the local papers on Wednesday or Thursday. Town Reports: Win said the Town Reports
came in today and they’re at the Post Office and the Town Hall. The Auditors did a great job.

13) Approve minutes — Brett moved to approve the minutes of February 8" and 11", Matt
seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.

14) Adjourn — Brett moved to adjourn at 7:29 PM. Matt seconded the motion, which passed
unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,

Martha Harrison



