Town of West Windsor
Selectboard Meeting Minutes
Monday, April 27, 2026 @ 6:30pm
Town Hall and Zoom

Present in Person: Mark Harley, John Brodie, Amy Yates, Mike Spackman, Matt Frederick,
Rita Rice, John Tansey

Present via Zoom: Emma Stanton (Vermont Standard)

1. Call to Order

A quorum being present, Vice Chair Mark Harley called the meeting to order at 6:32pm.

2. Changes or Additions to Agenda

None.

3. Announcements/Public Comment

Windsor resident John Tansey introduced himself and announced that he will be running to
represent Hartland, West Windsor and Windsor for the Windsor-1 District of the Vermont State House of
Representatives. That seat is currently held by Representative Elizabeth Burrows of West Windsor,

who is running for the open Vermont State Senate seat held by the retiring Senator Alison
Clarkson of Woodstock.

John Brodie praised Brownsville Butcher & Pantry (BB&P) for their Spit-Roasted Chicken
Block Party held in the BB&P parking lot on Sunday, April 26™. The event was well attended
and served as a fundraiser for the West Windsor Volunteer Fire Department, which is seeking to
replace their aging forestry truck.

Mark Harley noted that Saturday, May 2" is Green Up Day. Official Green Up Vermont trash
bags are now available at the Mary L. Blood Memorial Library and the West Windsor Town
Hall. Full bags may be dropped off at the Weathersfield Transfer Station during their scheduled
hours free of charge or left in the West Windsor Highway Department truck that will be parked
at the Town Hall until approximately 4:00pm on May 2.,

Green Up Day questions should be directed to West Windsor Sustainability Committee Chair, Al
Tuppa via email at iuppa@mac.com.

4. Approve Minutes of 04/13

John Brodie motioned to approve the minutes of the April 13" Selectboard meeting, as written.
Mark Harley seconded the motion, and all were in favor.
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https://www.elizabethvt.com/
https://www.butcherandpantry.com/
https://greenupvermont.org/
https://www.marylbloodmemoriallibrary.org/
https://www.weathersfieldvt.org/transfer-station
mailto:iuppa@mac.com

5. Town Clerk’s Report

Town Clerk Amy Yates presented the routine orders for Selectboard signatures and spoke about
the recent ongoings in the Town Clerk’s office, including processing tax payments for the recent
deadline on Friday, April 24™. Amy noted there were approximately 40 outstanding tax
payments at the deadline.

The Town Clerk’s office will be closed all day on Friday, May 1% and will reopen on Monday,
May 4" at 9:00am.

6. Event App & DLL Permit — Celebration of Life @ Ascutney Outdoors (5/31)
Town Administrator Matt Frederick presented a request on behalf of Ascutney Outdoors for a

Celebration of Life event for Matt Birmingham to be held at the Ascutney Outdoors Center on
Sunday, May 31*.

There was a brief discussion of the private event, which will be catered by Brownsville Butcher
& Pantry. The application fee has been paid, the DLL permit request is on file, and all necessary
signoffs are in place.

John Brodie motioned to approve the event application for the Celebration of Life for Matt
Birmingham at Ascutney Outdoors on May 31*'. Mark Harley seconded the motion, and all were
in favor.

John Brodie motioned to approve the DLL permit for the Celebration of Life for Matt
Birmingham at Ascutney Outdoors on May 31*'. Mark Harley seconded the motion, and all were
in favor.

7. Vermont Covered Bridge Society 250" Anniversary Flag Project

Note: This item was tabled until Mike Spackman was able to be in attendance. Discussion
occurred prior to the Highway Foreman’s Report, between items #13 and #14.

There was a discussion of a request from the Vermont Covered Bridge Society (VCBS) for the
placement of American flags at West Windsor’s two covered bridges in honor of the 250™
Anniversary of the United States of America. Those bridges are Best’s Covered Bridge on
Churchill Road and Bowers Covered Bridge on Bible Hill Road.

VCBS has a grant through the Vermont Division of Historic Preservation to help fund this
project, which aims to have a flag on every covered bridge in Vermont for the anniversary. There
were a few outstanding items, including the quality of the flags and mounting system to
withstand VCBS’ proposed 18-month display duration from June 2026 to December 2027 and
options for adhering to the lighting and durability guidelines in the United States Flag Code.

Discussion of this item will be continued at the May 11" Selectboard meeting.


https://www.ascutneyoutdoors.org/
https://www.vermontbridges.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Best%27s_Covered_Bridge
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8. Zoning Permit Application for SCIP Storage Container @ Albert Bridge School

There was a brief discussion regarding an application for a Zoning Permit to place a shipping
container on the grounds of Albert Bridge School (ABS) to store materials for the School &
Community In Partnership (SCIP) group. As the land at ABS belongs to the Town of West
Windsor, the Town (landowner) must co-sign the application along with SCIP (applicant). The
application will then undergo the standard approval process, involving a review by the West
Windsor Zoning Administrator.

John Brodie motioned to authorize Mark Harley to sign and submit the Zoning Permit
application on behalf of the Town of West Windsor to place a shipping container at Albert
Bridge School for the purpose of storing SCIP materials. Mark Harley seconded the motion, and
all were in favor.

9. Appoint SW/WCSWMD Representative

There was a brief discussion regarding the annual appointment of West Windsor’s representative
to the Southern Windsor/Windham Counties Solid Waste Management District
(SW/WCSWMD). Mark Higgins currently serves as West Windsor’s primary representative, and
the alternate representative position is vacant.

Anyone with interest in serving as West Windsor’s alternate representative to the
SW/WCSWMD should contact the Town Administrator via email at
townadmin@westwindsorvt.org.

John Brodie motioned to appoint Mark Higgins as the Town of West Windsor representative to
the Southern Windsor/Windham Counties Solid Waste Management District for the period of
April 01, 2026 to March 31, 2027. The position of Alternate Representative will remain vacant.
Mark Harley seconded the motion, and all were in favor.

10. Appoint Utility Advisory Committee Representative for Mountains Edge Condo Assoc.

The board of the Mountains Edge Condo Association recommended the appointment of Rita
Rice as their representative to the Utility Advisory Committee (UAC), to replace Wayne
Scarsilloni.

John Brodie motioned to appoint Rita Rice to the Utility Advisory Committee as the
representative for Mountains Edge Condo Association. Mark Harley seconded the motion, and
all were in favor.

11. Consideration of Liquor License Renewals Orange Lake (1st/2nd/3rd Class)
John Brodie motioned to approve the First-, Second-, and Third-Class Liquor License renewals

for Orange Lake, effective May 01, 2026 through April 30, 2027. Mark Harley seconded the
motion, and all were in favor.


https://www.vtsolidwastedistrict.org/
mailto:townadmin@westwindsorvt.org

12. Consideration of Web Scraping Contract Renewal

There was a discussion on the proposed web scraping contract renewal with Deckard
Technologies for access to their Rentalscape platform to track short-term rentals (STRs). This
will be a recurring contract with a cost of $4120.00, which represents a 3% increase over the
FY25 contract price. This service provides the Town with an actively maintained index of local
STRs based on internet listings and is funded through annual STR registrations.

John Brodie motioned to authorize Town Administrator Mark Frederick to execute the web
scraping contract renewal with Deckard Technologies, Inc. at a cost not to exceed $4,120.00,
with an effective date of April 14, 2026. Mark Harley seconded the motion, and all were in favor.

13. Green Mountain Power Update Re: Brownsville-Hartland Rd Project

Green Mountain Power (GMP) has informed the Town that their plan to bury power lines along
Brownsville-Hartland Road is on hold as GMP looks at redesign options that are “a better
overhead fit along the pavement.” Mike Spackman noted that GMP has been investigating
strengthening their overhead lines along Route 44 to better withstand wind and storm damage,
including utilizing stronger and more insulated power lines.

Matt will follow up with GMP and provide more information as it becomes available.
14. Highway Foreman’s Report

The Highway Department’s new 10-wheel dump truck, which has a gray color scheme to match
the one-ton truck, is ready to go. Residents will see it on the road soon.

The first round of spring grading is complete. Spot grading and scraping will be performed, as
needed.

The Highway Department will begin working on culvert replacements and roadside tree
cleanups, as well as grant projects.

The Better Roads grant project to improve stormwater management on a section of Silver Hill
Road will begin in May.

Highway Foreman Mike Spackman will be meeting with Otis Ellms-Munroe of the Mount
Ascutney Regional Commission (MARC) to discuss the Town’s Municipal Roads General
Permit (MRGP) needs.

There was a brief discussion regarding the current period of elevated fire danger. Mike
Spackman, as West Windsor Fire Warden, and Fire Chief Erik Boedtker will continue to monitor
conditions, but there is no plan to implement a burn ban at this time. Until conditions improve,
no burn permits are likely to be issued except on rainy days.



https://vtrans.vermont.gov/highway/better-roads
https://dec.vermont.gov/watershed/stormwater/contacts/permit-information-applications-and-fees/municipal-roads-program
https://dec.vermont.gov/watershed/stormwater/contacts/permit-information-applications-and-fees/municipal-roads-program
https://westwindsorvt.govoffice2.com/vertical/sites/%7BD8CDCAEE-6783-4071-AE03-8A27DD92A280%7D/uploads/West_Windsor_Outdoor_Burning_Ordinance_Adopted_09.22.25.pdf

The West Windsor Highway Department will be in Barre on May 6" for the Vermont Municipal
Equipment Show & Field Day. This event provides an excellent opportunity for researching new
products, networking, and learning new techniques, in addition to plow and backhoe
competitions.

15. Other Business
None.
16. Upcoming Meeting Schedule

The next regular Selectboard meetings will be held on May 11% and June 8". As the fourth
Monday of May is Memorial Day, there will be no meeting that day.

17. Adjourn

Upon motion duly made and seconded, the Selectboard unanimously voted to adjourn at 7:27pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Matt Frederick
Town Administrator
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