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West Windsor Planning & Conservation Commissions  

Joint Meeting 

Minutes  

May 26, 2021 

 
Present: Al Keiller, Mike Dudley, Laura Stillson, Leah Montalbano, Lauren Stevens, Ted Siegler, Chris Nesbitt, 

Mark Nowlan and Deb Shearer  

1) Call to Order Chair Al Keiller called the meeting to order at 6:36 PM 

2) Changes or Additions None 

3) Public Comment None 

4) Updates to Flood Hazard By Laws Al explained that the priority recommendations of the town plan call for 

updating of the Flood Hazard Regs as well as the zoning regulations.  The Planning Commission (PC) 

Conservation Commission (CC) are tasked with this jointly. The purpose of the meeting as to invite chair 

Ted Siegler to report on whatever groundwork the CC had accomplished to date and to see how the 

committees can work jointly in the future to update the regulations. To satisfy Vermont Open meeting laws 

the meeting was warned jointly in case there was a quorum of CC members participating.  Ted said the CC 

commission recommends any update to the regulations include adopting the River Corridor model of Flood 

Hazard Regulations.  The major difference between the SFHA model (which we have currently) and the 

River Corridors is SFHA does not restrict building in the SFHA but requires all construction to meet certain 

standards. River corridors bylaws tend to encompass a greater area and are more restrictive to new 

construction. Potentially rendering parcels wither wholly or partially unbuildable. Post Irene the CC had a 

geomorphic assessment study done to identify what area would be in the river corridor and worked with the 

regional planning commission to determine which properties would be affected. The general thinking is it is 

not a matter of if another Irene type event is going to happen but when and how the town can best plan for 

resiliency. The carrot the State gave for adopting river corridors was an extra 10 to 15% of disaster relief 

funds. Al said at that time, the PC though it involved the expropriation of too much property without 

compensation.  Leah asked what other town in Vermont have adopted River Corridors and if and how they 

compensated property owners.  Chris added that the CC is working on acquiring easement along the corridor 

irrespective of zoning changes and it is possible Upper Valley Land Trust may have funds available to 

incentivize the easements. Next steps:  Look at: Vermont’s model flood hazard regulations. Identify which 

towns have adopted river corridors and what their process was especially concerning compensation for 

effected properties. 

5) Policy & Procedures The members signed Policies and Procedures.  

6) Recreation Advisory Committee Update -No major updates.   

7) Village Center- The Village Center designation was granted June 25, 2018, and remains in place for 8 years, 

until June 2026. Dept. of Housing and community development will send a renewal reminder six months 

prior to the renewal date. 

8) Regional Recreation Plan Mount Ascutney Recreation Plan - (marcvt.org)- No immediate action is 

planned at this time.  
9) Old and Other Business:   

• Private Heliports/ landing strips  

• Primitive Camps 

• STR- There is a bill on the Governor’s desk for a statewide rental registry.  

10) Approve Minutes Leah moved to approve the May 26 minutes as written, which passed unanimously. 

11) Adjourn The next meeting was set for August 25 at 6:30 PM (no July meeting) and adjourned by unanimous 

consent 8:05 PM. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Deb Shearer 

https://www.marcvt.org/mount-ascutney-recreation-plan/

