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West Windsor Planning Commission 
Minutes  

April 28, 2021 
 

Present: Al Keiller, Laura Stillson, Mike Dudley, Lauren Stevens, Leah Montalbano, Jason Rasmussen.  

 

1) Call to Order Chair Al Keiller called the meeting to order at 6:34 PM 
2) Changes or Additions None 
3) Public Comment None 
4) Access/Driveway Regulations. Jason presented an updated draft of Section 3.2.  The changes were primarily 

to clarify the authority and role the Selectboard, the DRB and the zoning administrator regulating access to 
parcels and to clearly state what type of review (site plan, conditional use or subdivision) is required under 
any given sub-section.  For driveways, a max of 15% slope gradient was established for permits seeking 
administrative review, while giving the DRB the ability to approve steeper driveways if they can be 
designed to adequately mitigate erosion and safety concerns. Al moved to approve the draft of Section 3.2 
to be included with the other updates to the zoning bylaws.   Leah seconded, and the motion passed 
unanimously. 

5) Consider written Procedures for PC.   Al explained he and Deb recently attended a training event in the 
Essentials of Land Use Planning and Regulation put on by the Regional Planning Commission.   One 
recommendation was for municipal boards and committees to have written rules of procedures for 
organization, meetings and hearings that can be reviewed and updated annually. Although already practicing 
most of the recommended procedures, the Commission agreed it was best to adopt written rules. The PC 
looked at VLCT model rules to use as a template and will review a final draft to adopt at the next meeting.   

6) Recreation Advisory Committee- Lauren said she has been made aware of some grant funding for recreation 
projects (up to $75,000 yr.) for municipalities or non-profits. Unfortunately, their committee isn’t at stage of 
being able to apply for the funds, so she checked in with AO. AO said they are not currently in a position to 
increase their programming but would gladly continue to contribute the use of their infrastructure for new 
recreational proposals. Lauren thought the next step would be to approach folks at Albert Bridge as it could 
be a great way to continue the Adventure Club or create summer programing.  Al suggested that the 
Recreation Advisory Committee really develop a mission statement that could help guide and focus their 
future efforts.   

7) Zoning Regulations: 
• Private Heliports/ landing strips Deb informed the PC when considering any policies and or bylaws 

regarding aviation facilities, legally prohibitions cannot be imposed solely because of noise.  Laura 
commented that West Windsor is unique in that both hang gliders and paragliders use the airspace 
around Mt. Ascutney which could be in conflict with private aviation facilities especially in the 
resort/recreation, village and conservation zoning districts.   The PC asked if there was any model 
language for regulations.  Deb said she didn’t know of any yet; she suggested the PC invite a 
representative from the Transportation Board to a future meeting.  

• Primitive Camps Deb informed the PC of a recent DRB hearing in which the permitting of a 
primitive camp came up.  The bylaws currently make no mention of primitive camps as a specific 
use and she therefore asked the DRB to weigh in.  She would like the PC to consider adding 
language to the zoning regulations, either including a definition of primitive (seasonal) camps, or 
specifically including them as a permitted or conditional use in the appropriate zoning districts.  The 
PC agreed that this should be a topic for a future meeting, including model bylaws from VLCT 

8) Other Business None 
9) Approve Minutes Passed Over 
10) Adjourn The next meeting was set for May 26th at 6:30 PM and adjourned by unanimous consent 8:38 PM. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Deb Shearer 


