
Minutes of the Mary L. Blood Memorial Library Board of Trustees June 16, 2021 

Members Present:  Christine Rovinski, Michael Epstein, Matt Birmingham, Tom 

Kenyon, Colin McKaig, Dick Beatty, Cindy Stacey 

Staff:  Peter Money, Dave Halpert 

Guest:  Candee Brohinsky 

The meeting was called to order at 6:00PM. 

There were no changes to the agenda. 

The minutes of the May 12, 2021 meeting were approved as distributed. 

Reports: 

 Librarian:  Peter had distributed a detailed report in advance of the 

meeting.  He highlighted several items including the completion of the insulation 

project and the start of the HVAC project which will be completed this week.  

Circulation traffic remains strong.  The Taiko Drum program in conjunction with 

ABS was a great success. 

 Friends: Penny had circulated her report earlier. It included confirmation of 

the Friends charitable status, information about the July 4th book sale, and the 

suggestion of an annual joint Friends/Trustees meeting.  The Board voiced its 

approval of that concept and tentatively scheduled the joint meeting for 

September. 

 B&G:  Tom confirmed that the electrician will do the HVAC connection this 

week. He indicated that he had contributed $1500 in matching funds for the 

architect’s fee for the initial plans for the addition. 

 Finance:  Michael indicated that YTD we are within budget on staff hours 

and have raised approximately $20,000 in grants, donations, and rebates.  

Spending on the insulation, HVAC, and other smaller projects is approximately the 

same amount.  YTD we’ve exceeded our goal of raising matching funds, and there 

are still at least two grant applications pending.   



Updates:  Most of the updates had been covered in earlier discussion.  The Board 

gave kudos to Peter for the drum program.  The Main Reading Room shelving has 

been removed and the newly available space is wonderful.  Thanks to the Friends 

for their help in removing the shelves and relocating culled books to the Town 

Hall.  Major accomplishment! 

Decisions: 

1.  The new furniture for the Main Reading room was discussed.  Photos 

had been circulated via email before the meeting, and Candee talked 

about the process that she and Lee Monro had used in selecting the 

furniture.  The Design Committee had unanimously approved 

recommending the following items:  4 Norfolk armchairs in cherry with 

black leather seats, 1 Strafford Coffee Table in cherry, and two cherry 

Bookcases 36x36x12 on casters.  After discussion, the Board voted to 

approve the purchase of those items at a cost of approximately $6000. 

This proposal will go to the SelectBoard for approval on 6/28 and the 

furniture should be on site in late Fall.  Pompanoosic Mills gave us a 30% 

discount on our order.  They will make a site visit to determine the 

furniture capacity of the smaller reading room and also try to get us 

seconds as temporary furniture for the main reading room. The Board 

expressed its gratitude to Candee, Lee, and the Design Committee.  

2. Peter presented his proposal and candidate for the position of Youth 

Services Coordinator, a 4-6 hour/week position. The funding for that 

position will come from unused hour from Peter’s vacation time. The 

Coordinator will develop and conduct programs for children from pre-

school through teen years.  The candidate, Amanda Yates, has two 

Masters degrees and excellent experience in education.  She works at 

ABS and her work at the Library would enhance the collaboration with 

ABS.  The Board voted approval for the proposal to add a Youth Services 

Educator for 6 hours/week for July and August and will revisit the 

continuation of this program into the rest of the year at its August 

meeting. 



3. A long and spirited discussion followed concerning the re-opening of the 

Library. There was unanimous agreement that we should proceed with 

re-opening in July, though there were different opinions regarding the 

specifics vis-à-vis days, hours, etc. Peter was asked to bring to the Board 

for its approval via email a proposal that would accomplish the following 

goals:  a) Re-open the first week in July and be open at least 8 

hours/week and ideally 12.  b) Select days for being open that will 

continue and be predictable going forward. c) Plan on moving towards 

our full schedule of 12-15 public hours/week by September.   Peter will 

send a proposal to Michael next week and that proposal will circulate to 

the Board for approval.   

The next meeting will be July 14th at 6:00PM, Bastille Day according to Matt.  

The meeting was adjourned at 7:10 PM. 

Respectfully submitted, Michael F. Epstein 

 


