
Minutes of the December 7. 2021 meeting of the Design Committee of the Mary 

L. Blood Memorial Library Board. 

Members Present: Catherine Baumgartner, Dick Beatty, Candee Brohinsky, 

Michael Epstein, Peter Money 

Guest: Dave Dugdale 

Meeting called to order at 7:00 PM 

Minutes of the March 31, 2021 meeting were approved as distributed. 

The Committee discussed the following topics that were approved for priority 

capital spending by the Library Board of Trustees in October and made the 

following recommendations to the Board: 

1.  The options for the roadside sign for the Library were presented by 

Dave Dugdale. After discussion, the Committee voted to recommend a 

two-sided, 2 foot by 3 foot oval sign that has the name of the library in 

two lines over a 3 dimensional rendering of an open book. The bottom 

of the sign will read “Est 1900” (though this date needs to be 

confirmed!). The sign will be a green background with a yellow gold leaf 

border and white letters and will hang between two wooden posts. 

There will be the capacity for an ‘open’ or ‘closed’ sign to hang from the 

bottom of the main sign.  Pending Board approval, Dave said the sign 

could be installed in the spring.   

2. The options for furniture in the children’s reading room were discussed. 

The committee voted to recommend to the Board that the room be 

furnished with one small sofa or two comfortable chairs for adults as 

well as a small table and chairs for art projects for children and a soft, 

cleverly designed (e.g. a baseball mitt) chair for children.  Candee, Lee, 

and Elissa will pursue specific pieces of furniture to achieve this design 

and report back to the Committee at our next meeting. 

3. The committee approved the goal of redesigning the south wall of the 

library to improve functionality for the librarian (e.g. storage space, 

computer and keyboard access, etc) as well as the aesthetics of that end 



of the room. The next step will be to ask 2-3 architects, woodworkers, 

designers, etc for proposals based on their conversation with Peter.  

Ideas included Rockledge Woodworking.  Michael will check with the 

architect doing the Master Facility Plan as well as the designer who 

helped with reconfiguring the main reading room for other ideas.  

Michael shared the news that the furniture for the Main Reading Room will be 

delivered tomorrow, six months after it was ordered.  The group suggested a 

spring event where the new furniture and the sign will be celebrated. 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:58PM. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Michael F. Epstein 


