Minutes of the Mary L. Blood Memorial Library Design Committee meeting of
5/19/2021

Members present: John Abrahamsen, Lee Monro, Candee Brohinsky, Dick Beatty,
Tom Kenyon, Michael Epstein, Peter Money, Catherine Baumgartner, Elissa
Kellner

Minutes of the prior meeting on 3/31/2021 were approved as distributed.

Peter gave updates on the insulation project which was underway today and the
HVAC project which will be scheduled for some time in June.

Candee and Lee presented the furniture options from Pompanoosuc Mills in East
Thetford, VT after visiting several furniture stores in the region. Images from the
P.M. catalog were loaded into a PDF and sent to members for their review during
the meeting, and after discussion, the Committee voted to send
recommendations to the Library Board for the purchase of four Norwich
armchairs with black leather seats, a Strafford Coffee Table, and two custom
bookcases with backs and casters for the main reading room. All will be in cherry.

In addition, the committee voted in favor of the Brookfield loveseat, two
cushioned Brookfield chairs, and a second Strafford coffee table for the small
reading room, pending an analysis of what size furniture that room can
accommodate.

Tom brought the committee up to date on discussions with NBF architects of
Rutland, VT who are developing plans for an addition that would provide a second
exit from the building as well as access to the basement via an addition appended
to the northwest corner of the building. Final plans will be presented to the
committee at a future meeting.

Michael discussed the status of grant funding and informed the committee that
$17,100 had been raised through donations and grants YTD. This will allow
matching funds for the insulation and HVAC projects. Further analysis of the
funds will be needed before ordering the furniture.

Peter presented the proposal for a sign on the Brownsville-Hartland Road that
would inform people that this is their library and its hours. The committee
supported the concept of the sign and its placement near the flagpole, at least 25



feet from the center line of the road so no variance will be needed. Peter will
work with Dave Dugdale to develop one or two designs to bring to the next
meeting for review by the Committee.

The next meeting will be scheduled in June or July depending on progress on the
above items.

The meeting was adjourned at 6:50 PM with thanks from the Chair to Candee and
Lee for their work on the furniture, Peter for his grant writing and project
management, Elissa for her opening the door to the Lubbe Family foundation
grant, Tom for his initiative around the new addition, and to all the members for
their faithful attendance and wise input.

Respectfully submitted, Michael F. Epstein



