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Minutes

Meeting Date: 26 June 2024
Time: 5:00 PM
Location: Mary Blood Memorial Library and Zoom

Members Present: Al luppa (Chair) Jill Crowley, Suzanne Wirak, Susan Yost
Members of the Public: Richard Yost (via Zoom)

The meeting was called to order at 5:00 PM by the Chair.

1. Minutes from the Meeting 13 May were accepted without comment.

2. Update from the HUB Meeting

Susan represented the WWSC at the May HUB Meeting, as Al was out of the country.
She discussed planned WWSC activities that would benefit from working together with other
HUB groups. There is a film called Kiss the Ground that WWSC would like to screen at the
Grange. Karen Diop was in favor of working with us on this event. A VINS program on the
successful conservation of raptors, perhaps at Fall for Brownsville, is another activity that the
WWSC would like to host for the community, perhaps in conjunction with another group. The
HUB Group encouraged the WWSC to book a table for the Independence Day activities at
Town Hall. Post HUB Meeting, Anne Yates was contacted about reserving a table for us.

Other groups presented their planned activities for the Independence Day Celebration
and Fall for Brownsville. There are minutes of this meeting that Susan will share.

3. Planning for the Independence Day Celebration

There has been quite an effort in the State of Vermont to pass the Pollinator Protection
Bill. The bill was successfully signed into law in June. In speaking with some parents of local
children, the idea arose to have a WWSC sponsored kids’ activity table celebrating bees and
other pollinators. As the Library is not planning an activity for kids on the 4th, it made sense to
locate the Sustainability Table just outside of the Library. Lucy Fredrick, a local 12 year old
very interested in the environmental issues, has volunteered to help at our table. Susan has
prepared all of the supplies needed for the activity, so there will be no expense for the WWSC.
On the morning of the event, Al will bring the banner and flutter flag to the library and help set-
up the pop-up marque. Susan and Suzanne will set-up the table.

4. New Business

Education - Jill mentioned that there are grant funds available to families who qualify to
install solar hot water at a next to nothing cost. As a sustainability committee for our town, we
should be looking at ways to inform the community about these grants. Suzanne commented
that we need to think about the broad definition of sustainability.

Brownsville Between the Bridges and Beyond - This ongoing initiative is seeking
community involvement to come up with ways to improve our town center to make it more



inviting to residents and visitors. One idea that is taking root is the idea of having sidewalks to
safely connect parts of the village. Jill is interested in beautifying the bridge on Ski Tow Road.
This bridge needs to be prepped and painted to create a welcoming scene and not one
covered in graffiti. The Committee will look into the logistics and requirements for such a
project. Al mentioned that this might be a Spring or Summer 2025 project for us. It’s unclear, if
the Brownsville Between the Bridges Committee has thought of working on that bridge.

Green Burials - Suzanne is a neighbor of Tom Whelan, the Sexton of the Sheddsville
Cemetery. Green Burials is a topic that the WWSC has an interest in learning more about.
Suzanne will ask Tom if he is available to attend our next Committee meeting.

5. Project Updates

EV Charging - Jill has still not been notified of the status of our grant application to
install EV Chargers at the Mountain. She is going to request some vendor quotes in hopes that
will generate some action on the part of Green Mountain Power.

Compost Project at ABS - All we know at this time, is that the construction of the
compost unit is still on schedule for the Fall 2024. Alerting the HOAs of the Condos on the
mountain and encouraging them to participate is something that WWSC can help with.

The meeting was adjourned at 6:05 PM.

The next meeting of the WWSC will take place on Wednesday, July 24th at 5:00 PM at the
Mary Blood Memorial Library and on Zoom.



