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WEST WINDSOR DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD
Tuesday October 19, 2021
Minutes

Members Present: Barbara Truex, Dick Beatty, Bruce Boedtker and Courtney McKaig. Others:
Erik Schutz, Win Johnson, Mike Dudley, Glenn Seward, Walter Bradeen, Mike Andersen, Aaron
Day, Martha Harrison, Tom Ayers and Deb Shearer.

1) Call to Order — DRB Vice-Chair, Barbara Truex called the meeting to order at 6:31 PM

2) Changes or Addition to Agenda

3) Hearing-Application # 2795 by Ascutney Trails Association (ATA) for site plan review and
conditional use approval to create 3 machine-built flow trails, a hand-build climbing trail and
bike skills park in the multi-use zone of the West Windsor Town Forest. Barbara read the
hearing notice, highlighting the zoning bylaw sections under review and swore in interested
persons. Aaron Day presented the proposed project overview. Three 4-foot-wide machine-
built flow trails, a skills park with earthen berms and jumps designed and built by the Powder
Horn Trail Company along with a hand built climbing trail. As in the application, he
reiterated the project would be built adhering to erosion control best practices and stated
ATA has insurance coverage through VIMBA which requires preconstruction design and
post construction inspection of the project. Aaron noted the project has been submitted to
ACT 250 and is pending approval. Dick asked Glenn if Ascutney Outdoors, as leaseholder
of the recreational area of the Town Forest had any concerns with the project. Glenn said AO
supports the project and the ATA put together a solid plan. He expects there will be tweaks
here and there going forward, but AO and ATA have a good working relationship. Barbara
asked if there was an organization or certifying body to certify the safety of the features of
the skills park or the construction of the flow trails from a liability standpoint. Erik said there
wasn’t a certifying body, but they have contracted with professional trail designers at Powder
Horn Trail Company. Aaron added that often flow trails are safer than single track trails
because they are machined made and designed to be smooth vs the roots and rocks of the
hand-built trails. Winn expressed his concern for the Town’s liability with the new trails and
the elements of the skills park, especially the jumps. He wanted to know more about planned
signage to manage the flow and for users to assume their own risk. He was looking for ‘best
practice’ examples and placement of signs. Martha asked how they were handling the
transition areas of proposed trails and the junctions with the trails already in existence.
Aaron said they plan to have signage at the trail junctions, as well as a ‘biker’s responsibility
code’ signage at the AOC, much like the codes printed on skier tickets. Both the flow trails
and skills parks have chicanes built into them as a check for speed before all trail junctions.
He said there was an example of signage in the application package, but before they finalized
the signage size and placement, they would present it to the SB for approval. Dick asked
ATA if they were aware of the agreement between AO and the SB for the management of the
property. Additionally, before the Town bought the property a lot of entities had to be
satisfied with any plans for new development, had they gotten an ok from all of them? Erik
said they were aware of the agreement between AO and the Town and the various entities
like the Upper Valley Land Trust were aware of the project. Glenn added that flow trails and
a skills park were part of the original Master Plan for the property. Courtney asked if the fat
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bikes were going to use the flow trails and if the skill park features would be used by skier’s
during the winter. Potentially, fat bikes could use the flow trails. At this time, it wasn’t
expected that the skills park would be used by skier’s, the features are not removable, and
AO and the ATA had talked about possibly using snow fence to cordon off the area in the
winter months. Glenn said he didn’t see it as a problem. Barbara asked if there were any
other comments or questions. Walter Bradeen said he was attending the hearing as a member
of the community and even as a non-biker he was impressed by what he heard and was in
support of the project. Dick moved to close public hearing 2795 and Bruce seconded,
motion carried, and the hearing closed at 7:20. Barbara excused the public and said they
were going to deliberate in closed session.

Approve Minutes Dick made a motion to approve the minutes of August 10" as written.
Barbara seconded and the motion passed.

Other Business

Adjourn: Meeting adjourned at 8:01 by mutual consent.

Respectfully Submitted,
Deb Shearer



