
WEST WINDSOR DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD 

Tuesday, October 11, 2022 

Minutes & Decision  

Present: Barbara Truex, Bruce Boedtker, Courtney McKaig, Linda & Richard Begen, Deb 

Shearer; Via zoom:  Shannon Harrington and Dick Beatty  

1) Call to Order: Vice Chair Barbara Truex called the meeting to order at 6:34 PM 

2) Changes or Addition to Agenda – None  

3) Announcements/Public Comment–None 

4) Public Hearing – Application #2841 by Richard and Linda Begen to use an alternative 

method to control access for an inground pool at 618 Bannister Rd (Parcel #04-019.1).  The 

Hearing was duly warned with a notice posted in the Vermont Standard on September 22, 

2022, and posted at the Town Hall, Brownsville Butcher & Pantry and Post office at least 15 

days prior to the hearing. Abutters were notified by first class mail on September 20, 2022. 

Richard and Linda were sworn in and no other interested persons were present.  The DRB 

reported no ex-parte communications nor conflicts of interest. Linda testified that section 4.23 

of the zoning regulations states: Swimming pools shall be installed and maintained in 

conformance with the State Health Code and shall be surrounded by a barrier or no less than 

four feet high to prevent uncontrolled access. Alternative methods to prevent uncontrolled 

access shall require conditional use approval by the DRB.  They seek conditional use approval 

by the Board for an automatic safety cover to be accepted as an alternative method to prevent 

uncontrolled access. Their contractors, Northeast Pools, recommend a SafeTCover III 

Automatic Pool cover, which is a permanent element added during the construction of the pool. 

It is necessary to have a key to open or close the cover. As of 2019 Automatic Safety covers 

have been accepted in 10 states as mandatory adoption and 10 additional states with optional 

adoption and by over 171 local municipalities throughout the US.  She said that they were 

considering this type of automatic cover because they have small grandchildren and wanted to 

be able to fully close off the pool, if for example, they had to go inside momentarily. The cover 

is not an add-on but installed at the time of installation and is incorporated into the coping of 

the pool. The pool will not be visible from the road, and it is located behind the house so 

wouldn’t be visible from someone parking in the driveway, either.  In response to DRB 

questions Linda made the following statements: 

1. In winter the pool is drained, the automatic cover is retracted, and a separate winter cover 

installed over the whole pool. 

2. She researched lawsuits to determine the safety record of the covers and there were none 

brought in Vermont.  

3. The Northeast Pools representative said they construct approx. 50 pools per summer with the 

majority using the auto safety cover. 

4. The cover is designed to hold up to 400 pounds. 

The hearing closed at 7:08 PM and the DRB deliberated in public. 



Bruce motioned to accept the proposed automatic safety cover as an acceptable alternative 

method to prevent uncontrolled access for an in-ground pool and to approve application # 

2841.  Courtney seconded; the motion was approved unanimously.  

5) Approve Minutes: Dick moved to approve the June 23 minutes as written. Bruce seconded 

and the motion was unanimously approved.   The Board passed over approving the May 24 

minutes because Shannon had comments she wanted to discuss, and the acoustics upstairs 

made it difficult for a proper back and forth discussion.  

6) Other Business. Deb shared that in response to a request from the August 29 Selectboard 

meeting re: getting the boards together to discuss issues with the Butcher & Pantry, she had 

emailed the Selectboard and Chairs of the DRB and Planning Commission as well as BB&P a 

link to the statues for the process of amending Zoning Regulations.  

7) Adjourn: The meeting adjourned by unanimous consent at 7:34 PM. 

 

Decision 

Based on these minutes and findings, the DRB determined the application complies with the West 

Windsor Zoning Regulations Section 4.23 The application was unanimously approved as presented  

 

Participating in the decision: Shannon Harrington, Dick Beatty, Bruce Boedtker, Courtney 

McKaig and Barbara Truex. 

Dated at West Windsor in the County of Windsor and State of Vermont this ____ day of 

October, 2022. 

 

By:______________________________ 

Barbara Truex, DRB Vice Chair 

An interested person may appeal the decision of the Development Review Board to the 

Vermont Environmental Court within thirty days of such decision, in accordance with the 

requirements of Title 24, Chapter 117, subsection 4471, of the Vermont Statutes Annotated. 

 

 

 


