Please see attached DRAFT ordinance regarding Vehicular damage to wooden covered bridges —
submitted by Chief Jennifer Frank 12/2024:

Town of West Windsor Ordinance: Vehicular Damage to Wooden Covered Bridges

An Act to Establish Penalties for Operating Vehicles Over Covered Wooden Bridges in
Violation of Posted Limits and for Vehicular Damage to Covered Wooden Bridges.

Section I: Damage to Covered Wooden Bridges

1.

Violations for Exceeding Posted Limits: Any operator of a motor vehicle, as defined in
Title 23 of the Vermont Statutes, who operates or attempts to operate a vehicle that
exceeds any weight, height, or other dimensional limit posted for a covered wooden
bridge within the town, and who causes any damage to said bridge as a result of such
operation, shall be guilty of a violation and shall be subject to a fine of $500.00.

Violations for Exceeding Dimensional Limits (No Damage): Any operator of a motor
vehicle, as defined in Title 23 of the Vermont Statutes, who operates or attempts to
operate a vehicle that exceeds any weight, height, or other dimensional limit posted for a
covered wooden bridge within the town, without causing damage to the bridge, shall be
guilty of a violation and shall be subject to a fine of $250.00.

Definition of ""Any Part" of the Bridge: For purposes of this section, the term "any
part" of a covered wooden bridge includes, but is not limited to, roofs, portals, siding,
bracing, railings, signs, and any other structural components of the bridge. Additionally,
towing a trailer or other vehicle shall be deemed a violation of the "other dimensional
limit" where the bridge is posted with a sign stating "No Towing" or a similar restriction.

Disposition of Fines: All fines levied under this section shall be paid to the Town of West
Windsor for deposit into the Bridge Fund.

. Responsibility for Repair Costs: In addition to any fine imposed under this section, the

owner of any vehicle that causes damage to a covered wooden bridge shall be responsible
for the full cost of repairs to the bridge. The cost of repairs shall be assessed by the Town
of West Windsor as soon as practicable. If the full cost of repairs is not paid within 30
days after a demand for payment is made by the Town of West Windsor, the registered
owner of the vehicle (whether a natural person or an entity) shall be assessed an
additional civil penalty equal to the cost of repairs plus $100.

Liability for Rental Vehicles: In the event that a rental vehicle causes damage to a
covered wooden bridge, the renter of the vehicle shall be responsible for the repair costs
and any civil penalties imposed under this ordinance.

Section II: Enforcement and Administration



1. The Town of West Windsor via enforcement by the Windsor Police Department shall
have the authority to enforce this ordinance, including the issuance of citations for
violations and the collection of fines.

2. The provisions of this ordinance shall apply to all motor vehicles operating within the
jurisdiction of the Town of West Windsor.



