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Annual Meeting:  

October 15, 2010 

Fiddling Around: Music From 

Our Past  

 
Adam Boyce and Ron Neronsky 

On a cool autumn evening in October, 
the public along with members of the West 
Windsor Historical Society, the Board and 
Trustees congregated at our beloved Story 
Memorial Hall in Brownsville.  A scrumptious 
array of potluck dishes were offered to those 
who were eager for dinner and conversation. 
Who knew we are so talented in the kitchen? I 
have fond memories of dashing up for seconds of 
Bill Stillson’s abundant and famous Ox Bow 
Chicken. To kick off the event, Leone Bushkin 
conducted a brief but agreeable Annual Meeting.  
Thank you Leone!  

Adam Boyce and Ron Neronsky 
entertained affably with New England dance hall 
music from 1890 – 1960 with quite a few 
entertaining anecdotes. Many of the tunes were 
familiar spurring on a lively sing-along. We plan 
next time to have copies printed for those who 
are less familiar with these much-loved tunes. 
See inside for a pictorial from the evening. 
 -- Jennifer Knight Bodnar 
 

Delicious homemade pies waiting to be dished out. 

H a r v e s t  S P A G H E T T I  S U P P E R   
Saturday, October 16th, 2010 

It was a busy weekend, with the Spaghetti Harvest 
Supper following the Annual Meeting – proceeds 
go to Albert Bridge School and WWHS. It was a 
delightful event on a beautiful fall evening during 
peak leaf peeping season. The superb wait staff 
and parent volunteers once again did an 
outstanding job. 

We would like to thank the volunteers, 
patrons, as well as the following business for 
their contributions: Green Mountain 
Smokehouse, Black River Produce, Edgewater 
Farm, McNamara Dairy, Lebanon Coop and 
Hannaford’s of Claremont. 

 
(L to R) Jonas 
Kantola, Anika 
Abrahamsen, 
Falcon Jaacks, 
Jenna Majeski, 
Sofia Kantola, 
Lily D’Anna 

 
-- JKBodnar 
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HISTORIC SUMMARY OF “THE 
RETIRED MEN’S BREAKFAST 
GROUP” -- Frederick A. Jenks, October 2009 

(Continued from previous issue)!!
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Please send us any anecdotes about Brownsville 
that you would like to share: WWHS, c/o Jennifer 
Bodnar, PO Box 12, Brownsville, VT 05037. We 
look forward to hearing from you! 

 

MUCH 

NEEDED 

REPAIRS 

-- Tom Kenyon  

This past year, thanks to the Community 
Outreach Program of the Southeast State 
Correctional Facility, the exterior siding of our 
grange hall was repaired and all four sides primed 
and given two coats of exterior paint.  The kitchen 
was painted as well.   The Society paid for the 
supplies and a modest amount for all the labor. It 
was the first time in recent memory all four sides 
of the building received a much-needed update. 

However, a building inspection of the roofs 
has now shown repairs and paint are greatly 
needed to prevent a disaster in the near future. 
Several holes are in the porch roof and metal roof 
(it keeps the rain out of the museum) on the main 
part of the building needs to be re-nailed and 
painted.  Several winters ago a major section of the 
roof was blown loose and quickly repaired in the 
coldest of weather.  Fortunately no moisture got to 
the ceilings and our precious museum artifacts, 
memorabilia, and records.   

Inspection has also shown most of the 
windows in the building are in dire need of work 
and need to be re-glazed and painted. This 
window work could be done during these winter 
months.     

Again the Correctional Facility has offered 
to do the work during this winter and spring at an 
extremely reasonable labor charge if we purchase 
the needed supplies.  The supplies are estimated to 
cost around $3000 and the labor charge is  $2000.  
Your Society does not currently have these much-
needed funds totaling $5000.   

When you renew your membership this 
month, or as a special donation, please consider 
helping us raise these funds.  

Please send your check to WWHS, 
c/o Grange Building Fund, P.O. Box 12, 
Brownsville, VT  05037.    
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Dancing and singing to old favorites such 

as My Wild Irish Rose, Redwing, Golden Slippers and 
an original composition by Adam Boyce, Lucie’s 
Waltz.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dancing  

&  

Singing   

Two By 

Two 
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H i s t o r i c a l  R e c o r d s  
C o m m i t t e e :  T w o  
S i g n i f i c a n t  D o n a t i o n s  
-- Jennifer Knight Bodnar 

We are fortunate to have an active and vibrant 
Historical Society in this quiet village of 
Brownsville.  Members, friends and the public 
have been supportive and generous.  Not only 
does the community rally behind the Suppers and 
other activities, but they also provide a resource 
for donations, whether they are artifacts such as 
manufactured goods, antique furniture, musical 
instruments, and those of archival quality.  Two 
significant donations in the past two years are 
highlighted below for your reading pleasure.   

The first, a two-volume historical reference 
directory titled Revolutionary War Soldiers Buried 
in the Sheddsville Cemetery A-L and M-Z, was 
researched and compiled by Diane Sanborn, niece 
to Edson Pierce.  

The 
research 
behind the 
Revolutionar
y Soldiers 
was a 
significant 
effort and a 

delight to be received by the WWHS.  Having 
these 2 volumes of records of our local 
Revolutionary War Soldiers stored at the WWHS 
adds to our wealth and depth of historical artifacts 
and references. Researching the Revolutionary 
War Soldiers buried in the Sheddsville Cemetery is 
a significant feat, of which Diane made it a 
personal journey to complete for over ten years. 
She recalled that her family has always had an 
interest in genealogy and heritage.  In the early 
1990’s, a close family friend bet her that she didn’t 
know who her relatives were. Fortunately for her 
she found family records dating back to the 1600’s 
through local historical societies and the New 
England Genealogical Society.  She and her 
husband Greg both have a strong New England 
ancestry and they both decided to begin 
researching their family history  
 
 

focusing on the Revolutionary War. Her family 
alone had over 25 Revolutionary War soldiers, 10 
of which are buried in VT and 2 in Sheddsville. 
Her husband had plenty as well. She started to 
look for their gravestones by going to the 
Sheddsville Cemetery, and looking up their 
pensions located at the National Archives in 
Pittsfield, Massachusetts.  

“While 
walking in the 
cemetery the 
gravestones and 
Revolutionary 
War markers talk 
to you. You feel 
like you are at 

the battlefields upon reading the pensions,” she 
remarked. She went on to say, “Generations are 
buried together or near each other. It’s not until 
you do the research that you begin to see the 
connections between families, which families are 
connected through marriage, like the Bloods and 
the McNellys.” 

There are many great stories held within the 
pages of the directory.  She encourages us to open 
the pages of the directory and read them. One 
such story is about Henry D. McNelly, (same 
family name mentioned above).  He was a British 
soldier captured by the Americans. McNelly was 
forced to march to Boston to go back to England.  
He fell ill and had to recover in a small town in 
Western MA.  It was there that the townspeople 
became enamored with him and once recovered 
allowed him to remain. He set up shop as a 
weaver and they traded with him. When a call to 
arms came, McNelly enlisted but this time for the 
Americans. He fought and served in Connecticut 
fighting against the British.  Once again he was 
captured. He escaped his British captors and 
returned to Connecticut, where he set up shop 
again as a weaver.  He later married, had 13 
children and moved to Vermont, taking up 
residence in the hills of (West) Windsor. 

Diane explains, “I learned a lot in doing this 
project. It enticed me to document the whole 
Sheddsville Cemetery and make a complete listing 
of all those buried there.”  Her passion continues 
as she is currently working to research a complete 
listing of Brownsville Cemetery 1 and 2.  
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The second significant donation was made 

anonymously by a gentleman who approached the 
Museum Committee when they were at the 
Vermont Expo in Tunbridge a few years back. He 
had 6 large garbage bags filled with decades of 
original newspapers from the Vermont Journal, 
dating from the mid-1850’s to 1920’s.  They had 
already been digitally archived by the owner and 
were going to the dump. Mary Jane Arvidson 
remembers Ann D’Anna immediately saying that 
they would take them. Ann recalled, “When he 
asked us, I couldn’t bear the thought of them 
going to the dump.” He was from the Danville 
area and her daughter in-law’s dad had a business 
nearby. He dropped the bags off and she picked 
them up, bringing them to the WWHS.   

Currently, Mary Jane Wentworth, Hilda Conn, 
and Fran Cady are enthusiastically delving into 
the newspapers searching and recording 
significant articles that pertain to West Windsor. 
Those are being archived and catalogued.   

We are pleased to provide an excerpt of 
one of their favorite articles below.  

Vermont Journal 
  August 17, 1861  

“Grand Military Festival 

at West Windsor” 
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Membership Information:  
Student Member (age 17 or under)… $5.00 
Senior Member (Age 65 or older)… $5.00 
 
Regular Member: 

• Individual…  $10.00 
• Couple…  $15.00 
• Family…  $20.00 

 
Sustaining Member 

• Individual…  $25.00 
• Family…  $50.00 

 
Patron 

• Individual… $100.00 
• Family… $200.00 

 
Life Member 

• Individual… $250.00 
• Family $400.00 

 
All donations to the West Windsor Historical 
Society are tax deductible.  Please make your 
check payable to the West Windsor historical 
Society. You will receive a letter for you records. 
 

Newsletter Publications: 
We are grateful to sponsors who help defray the 
cost of newsletters.  If you would like to be a 
sponsor, please send your check for $25 or more 
to:  WWHS Newsletter, Treasurer, P.O. Box 12, 
Brownsville, VT  05037 
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Officers: 

Genevieve Lemire President 

Anne Yates 1st Vice President 

Nancy Loux 3rd Vice President 

Mary-Anne Boyce  Membership Secretary 

Wesley Alexander Treasurer 

Hilda Conn Assistant Treasurer 

 

Directors: 

Jennifer Bodnar  Leone Bushkin  

Hilda Conn  Jennifer Connors  

Mike Dunne Mark Felone 

Tom Kenyon  Polly Ouelette 

Bill Stillson  Laura Stillson 

Mary Jane Wentworth Anne Yates 

  

SNAIL MAIL OR EMAIL? 
Please consider receiving your copy of the 
newsletter via email.  This will help us conserve 
paper, printing and mailing costs.   Just email 
Jennifer Bodnar at: jkbodnar@comcast.net and I 
will add you to our email list.   Thank you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

West Windsor Historical Society 
P.O. Box 12, Brownsville, VT 05037 
FORWARDING SERVICE REQUESTED  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fall  Newsletter Sponsors: 

Judith B. Fuller  
in memory of Mary (Margaret) Cabot Kerrigan 
 
Edward & Ruth Perkins 
in memory of Ed’s great grandfather Dr. Edward 
Homer Perkins and grandfather, Karl Waite Perkins. 
 
Joseph & Hilda Conn 
 
Jeffrey and Constance May 
 

Thank you! 

The West Windsor Historical Society Board of 
Directors wishes to extend thanks to the many 
members and friends of the Society for their 
generous donations to the Expansion Fund that 
paid for the Architectural Designs, Land Survey, 
Town and Site Building Permits and Structural 
changes that allowed us to use West Windsor’s 
Community Development Grant Funds for the Lift 
Project.  

 

 

 

 


