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TOWN MEETING MINUTES
WEST WINDSOR, VERMONT
TUESDAY, MARCH 3, 2026
9:00 A.M.

The meeting was called to order at 9:05 a.m. by Interim Moderator Shelley Seward.
The Interim Moderator introduced herself and welcomed everyone to the meeting.

ARTICLE 1: To elect a Moderator for the Town for the ensuing year.
Shelley Seward was nominated. Seconded. There were no other nominations. All
were in favor. Shelley Seward was elected Town Moderator for the ensuing year.

ARTICLE 2: To act on the reports of the Town for the year ending December 31, 2025.
Motioned and seconded. All were in favor and all reports were adopted.

ARTICLE 3: To elect Town Officers for the ensuing year:
Selectboard, 3 years - Mark Harley was nominated. Seconded. There were no
other nominations. All were in favor. Mark Harley was elected to the Selectboard for
a three-year term.

Auditor, 3 years - Justin Burrows was nominated. Seconded. There were no other
nominations. All were in favor. Justin Burrows was elected as an Auditor for a three-
year term.

Delinquent Tax Collector, 1 year - Amy Yates was nominated. Seconded. There
were no other nominations. All were in favor. Amy Yates was elected as Delinquent
Tax Collector for the ensuing year.

First Constable, 1 year - Matt Kantola was nominated. Seconded. There were no
other nominations. All were in favor. Matt Kantola was elected as First Constable
for the ensuing year.

Second Constable, 1 year - There were no nominations and the position was left
vacant for the ensuing year.

Town Agent, 1 year — There were no nominations and the position was left vacant
for the ensuing year.

Campbell Fund Trustee, 3 years - Patricia Kenyon was nominated. Seconded.
There were no other nominations. All were in favor. Patricia Kenyon was elected as
a Campbell Fund Trustee for a three-year term.




ARTICLE 4: Shall the Town vote to pay all property taxes to the Town Treasurer in two
installments, the first instaliment of 50% thereof on or before October 30, 2026
by 4:30 p.m., with no discount for payment in advance? Payments received after
4:30 p.m. willincur penalty and interest. POSTMARKS ARE NOT ACCEPTED AS
TIMELY PAYMENT. And, the second installment of 50% thereof on or before April
30, 2027, with no discount for payment in advance? Payments received after 4:30
p.m. willincur penalty and interest. POSTMARKS ARE NOT ACCEPTED AS TIMELY
PAYMENT.

Motioned and seconded. All were in favor, and the Article passed.

ARTICLE 5: Shall the Town assess a one percent (1%) tax on rooms, as allowed by Vermont law,
with the proceeds of such tax being dedicated to offset capital expenses?

Motioned and seconded. Mark Higgins spoke about the thought behind these three
articles for local options taxes. Several people asked questions. Several people

stated their support. A few people spoke against any new taxes, particularly Article
#7, which would hit all people in town who order packages or subscribe to services.

The Moderator put the motion to a voice vote, with the majority AYE. The Moderator
declared that the AYE votes prevailed and declared that the Article passed with no
challenges.

ARTICLE 6: Shall the Town assess a one percent (1%) tax on meals and alcoholic beverages, as
allowed by Vermont law, with the proceeds of such tax being dedicated to offset

capital expenses?

Motioned and seconded. There were no questions or discussion. The Moderator put
the motion to a voice vote, with the majority AYE. The Moderator declared that the
AYE votes prevailed and declared that the Article passed with no challenges.

ARTICLE 7: Shall the Town assess a one percent (1%) tax on sales, as allowed by Vermont law,
with the proceeds of such tax being dedicated to offset capital expenses?

Motioned and seconded. There was some discussion and a few questions. The
Moderator put the motion to a voice vote, with the AYE and NAY votes almost equal.
After a show of seven hands, the Moderator put the vote to a paper ballot. The
Moderator stated that there were 162 voters in the room. The Board of Civil Authority
counted the paper ballots, with 150 total votes cast. 93 NO, 57 YES. The Article did
not pass.




Break from the Town Warning:

Representatives Bartholomew and Burrows spoke briefly about their projects and committees at
the State House, and Senators Clarkson and Major did the same.

Back to the Town Warning:

ARTICLE 8: Shall the Town exempt all properties of the West Windsor Volunteer Fire
Department from municipal taxes for a period of five years?

Motioned and seconded. All were in favor and the Article passed.

ARTICLE 9: Shall the Town approve budgeted expenditures for the General, Highway, Library
and Cemetery Funds for the FISCAL YEAR 2027 totaling $2,000,920 as shown

below:
General $778,829
Highway $1,158,582
Library $58,009
Cemetery $5,500

of which $1,485,894 shall be raised by taxes (General $469,703; Highway
$958,182; Library $58,009; and Cemetery $0) after applying $454,526 of non-tax
revenues and $60,500 from prior year reserves/surpluses, all as shown in
financial statements published in the Town Report?

Motioned and seconded. All were in favor and the Article passed.

ARTICLE 10: Shall the Town appropriate $103,250, to be raised by taxes, for distribution to the
four West Windsor organizations in the amounts listed below?

W.W. Volunteer Fire Department $88,750
W.W. Volunteer FAST Squad $3,000
W.W. Historical Society $8,500
W.W. Independence Day Committee $3,000

Motioned and seconded. All were in favor and the Article passed.

ARTICLE 11: Shall the Town appropriate $10,220, to be raised by taxes, for distribution to
thirteen other organizations which provide important social services to Town
residents in the amounts listed below?

Health Care & Rehabilitation Services




of Southeastern Vermont $1,067

Windsor County Mentors $1,000
Volunteers in Action $500
VT Center for Independent Living $140
Green Up Vermont $100

Visiting Nurse Assoc.& Hospice of VI/NH  $2,475
SEVCA $1,050

VT Association of Conservation Districts $102

The Moover $125
Windsor County Youth Services $600
Senior Solutions $811

Reading/West Windsor Aging in Place $2,000
Windsor on Air $250

Motioned and seconded. All were in favor and the Article passed.

ARTICLE 12: To do any other business that can legally be done at this meeting.

Erik Boedtker, Fire Chief, spoke about how the West Windsor Volunteer Fire Department would like
to start a Capital Campaign, to start putting money aside for upcoming large expenditures (ie: new
fire truck, new equipment, education classes, etc.) They will be soliciting donors, seeking Grants at
the State and Federal levels, and possibly asking the Town to sponsor a bond. The Brownsville
Butcher & Pantry will be doing a kick-off fundraising dinner on April 26.

Shirley Ouelette asked about the deferred maintenance on the Town Hall, and specifically asked
about the floor and the expense of replacement. She would like to make sure the town considers
all options, as there is perhaps a less expensive solution other than replacing with hardwood that is
currently there.

Jessica Brodie stood up to thank everyone for supporting the Brownsville Base Camp, summer
camp series in its third season. Camp has expanded to five weeks, and is already almost sold out.
She did mention that Brownsville children would be given priority over non-residents next year.

Jil Delaney asked about Green Burials, and Tom Whelan, the Sheddsville Cemetery Sexton, spoke
about the capability we have to do them.




The Moderator asked for a motion and a second to adjourn the meeting. It was motioned and
seconded. The meeting adjourned at 11:39 a.m.

Attendance at Meeting 167
Voters on Checklist 1,084
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Town Clerk
March 9, 2026




