
 

 

Joint Order regarding the 

Movement of Ash Wood Infested with Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) 

August 2025 

 

This Order is jointly issued by the Secretary of the Agency of Agriculture, Food & Markets (the 

Secretary) and the Commissioner of the Department of Forests, Parks and Recreation (the 

Commissioner) pursuant to 6 V.S.A. §1031, §1033, §1034 and §1037 and Chapter 83 of Title 10 of 

the Vermont Statutes Annotated. 

 

Background 

The Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) is a destructive forest pest first confirmed in Vermont in 2018. Since 

then, EAB has continued to spread, with confirmed detections now in over 110 towns across the 

state. 

As the number of infested areas increases, and more infested towns become connected 

geographically, it is necessary to re-evaluate and clarify Vermont’s recommendations regarding 

the movement of potentially infested ash wood. The intent of this Administrative Order is to 

provide clear, practical guidance to alleviate concerns about unintentional violations of the law. 

For more information or questions, please contact the Vermont Department of Forests, Parks and 

Recreation or visit https://fpr.vermont.gov/forest/forest-health/emerald-ash-borer-and-ash-

tree-management. 

 

Purpose and Intent 

This Administrative Order sets forth the requirements for the movement of Ash logs and firewood 

for residents, landowners, loggers, and firewood producers to responsibly transport, move and 

manage Ash logs and firewood. Compliance with the requirements set forth below will ensure 

compliance with Vermont law regarding EAB-related wood movement. 

Additionally, by following this Order, you are helping to slow the spread of EAB within the State 

of Vermont. This Order reflects current best practices and balances forest health concerns with 

practical realities on the ground. 

Requirements for Movement of Ash Logs and Firewood 

The Vermont Forest Invasive Pest Map is updated weekly to identify infested towns. Because 

many infested towns now share borders, movement of ash logs and firewood within and between 

these adjacent infested towns is now considered reasonable under the following conditions: 
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1. Visibly Infested Ash Logs and Firewood 

(Ash logs and firewood showing signs of EAB infestation, such as galleries or exit holes) 

• Flight Season (June 1 – September 30): 

o Movement is allowed within a single infested town and between adjacent infested 

towns. 

o Do not move infested Ash logs and firewood through or within un-infested towns, 

even if there will be no stopping within an un-infested town. 

• Non-Flight Season (October 1 – May 31): 

o Movement is allowed within and between adjacent infested towns. 

o Movement through un-infested towns is allowed if the Ash logs and firewood are 

being transported directly to a destination within an infested town and there are 

no other stops within that or any other un-infested town, and the Ash logs and 

firewood will be received and stored at the destination within the infested town. 

2. Not Visibly Infested Ash Logs and Firewood 

(Ash logs and firewood that shows no visible signs of infestation) 

• All Seasons: 

o If sourced from an infested town, follow the same guidelines listed above for 

visibly infested ash logs.  

o If sourced from an un-infested town, follow Vermont’s Slow the Spread 

recommendations.  

3. Movement of Ash Logs and Firewood from Out of State Through and Within Vermont 

The requirements set forth in paragraphs 1 and 2 above apply. 

 

4. Importation of Firewood from Outside Vermont into Vermont 

For requirements and rules applicable to the importation of untreated firewood into the State 

of Vermont, please see:  

• 10 V.S.A. §2681 ( https://legislature.vermont.gov/statutes/section/10/083/02681 );  

• https://fpr.vermont.gov/firewood-quarantine; 

• Rule Governing the Importation of Untreated Firewood into the State of Vermont 

(https://fpr.vermont.gov/sites/fpr/files/Forest_and_Forestry/Forest_Health/Library/Ver

mont%20Rule_Importation%20of%20Untreated%20Firewood.pdf) 
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Enforcement 

Violations of this Order and the Requirements for Movement of Ash logs and firewood set forth 

herein may be enforced by the Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets pursuant to 6 V.S.A. 

§1037, §1038 and by the Department of Forests, Parks and Recreation pursuant to 10 V.S.A. 

§2608, 10 V.S.A. §8003(a)(25) and Chapter 201 of Title 10 of the Vermont Statutes Annotated. 

 

Issuance 

Pursuant to the authorities set forth above and set forth in Chapter 84 of Title 6 and Chapter 83 

of Title 10 of the Vermont Statutes Annotated, the Secretary and the Commissioner hereby issue 

this Order regarding the Movement of Ash Wood Infested with Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) for the 

control and management of the movement of Ash logs and firewood. 

 

 

____________________________________ 

Secretary, Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets 

Date:_______________________ 

 

 

 

_______________________________________ 

Commissioner, Department of Forests, Parks and Recreation 

Date:_________________________ 
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